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SATAN’S STRATEGY 


Chapter One 
KNOW YOUR ENEMY 


“In the latter times some shall. . .give heed to 
seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils” (1 Tim. 4:1). 

The Bible tells us that in the last days we are 
to expect increased Satanic and demonic activity 
on the earth (1 Tim. 4:1). When Satan is cast 
down to the earth during the last half of the Great 
Tribulation, his wrath will be great because he 
knows that his time is short (Rev. 12:12). Though 
Satan is not omniscient, he can see the handwriting 
on the wall now and he knows that his days are 
numbered. Therefore, even in these days before the 
Great Tribulation begins, his wrath is great. 

Those who are acquainted with the facts have 
long recognized demonic activity in pagan lands. 
For example in Kenya, “The annual accounts of a 
leading soccer club in Kenya showed an expense 
item of $3,060 on witchcraft. Other clubs also 
employ witchdoctors for consultation of strategy 
and chances of winning, refuse to announce names 
of players in advance lest they be bewitched, and 
before vital games have sentries patrolling the stadium 
to see that no one places a charm on the ball. 

“This is but one evidence of the bubbling cauldron 
of witchcraft abrew not only in Africa but also 
in enlightened England. For instance: 

“Black magic practices that are ‘dangerous 
spiritually and sometimes physically’ have taken 
place in this area, says the Right Reverend Cyril 
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Eastaugh, bishop of Peterborough, seventy miles 
north of London. Holder of the military cross for 
valor, the blunt-spoken 73 year old high churchman 
warns in his diocesan magazine that ‘manifestations 
of evil intelligences’ are too common to be rejected 
aS nonsense, and that to open the door to them 
‘is to court evil with unknown possibilities.” (Taken 
from CHRISTIANITY TODAY-Printed by permis- 
sion). It is estimated that there are 30,000 practicing 
witches in Great Britain. 

The pastor of a college church in Michigan 
writes, “I am painfully aware of the attacks of 
Satan these days. I have never seen such attacks 
upon the saints.” The following is part of a letter 
received by a prominent minister in Los Angeles, 
California, and purportedly reveals the doctrine 
of THE LEGION OF LUCIFER. “. . -Now we 
believe, we of the New Movement, that the great 
Prince Michael, mentioned in the 11th and 12th 
chapters of Daniel is the Archangel Michael, who 
has foresworn allegiance to Jehovah, and is now 
on our side. We believe that Michael is the alter 
ego of Satan, or rather Lucifer, who takes on many 
names. 

“First, let me explain that we have formed a 
movement which is necessarily secret for the time 
being—a militant organization. We call ourselves 
THE LEGION OF LUCIFER. 

“Contrary to popular misconception and Christian 
propaganda, Lucifer was not and is not the ugly, 
cruel entity he is so ofen portrayed to be; but 
on the contrary, he is the most beautiful, intelligent, 
resplendent of all the cherubs of heaven—that is, 
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prior to the revolution against Jehovah, who feared 
i ing power and dominion. 
cae with you entirely on the victory which 
is to be soon by the king of the north. You aye 
clearly identified this power. The antichrist sis 
eventually rule the world. That, too, you SA 
envisioned; and the antichrist, the archangel Michae § 
and Lucifer are all one and the same, in a trinity— 
separate in action, but unified in pape ! 
“That Armageddon is close at hand is, I npa 
easy for anyone to see, and the unleashing of t e 
atomic bomb points to the inevitable conclusion. 
“The atomic bomb, I am glad to say, is of 
satanic origin, a product of the infernal, and is to 
insure the final victory of Lucifer not only over 
the earth, over which Satan has dominion (see 
Luke 4), but over the hosts and cohorts of serias 
who must fall before Lucifer’s ultimate assault. 
“You will recall that in the contest between 
Jesus and Satan, Jesus, the younger Son of God, 
was given a chance by his elder brother, Lucifer, or 
Satan, to share his dominion, but he chose to engi 
an opponent rather than to be second in ~~ 
to his elder brother. At that time Lucifer simply 
departed from him for a season and has ose 
biding his time, content to see what a mess ris 
and his followers were to make of the world an 
ae nd and Christianity have, I think, demonstrated 
their weakness and inability to cope with the 
opinions and the minds of men, and we are eT 
worse off and in more disharmony over the globe 
than in any previous period in history. 
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“The kingdom of Lucifer is nigh, and we, THE 
LEGION OF LUCIFER, have pledged ourselves 
to it, and the reign of Jesus or his attempt to 
reign is collapsing on every side. 

“Our doctrine is simple. We believe in freedom 
from restraint, in the enjoyment of all the desirable 
and pleasurable things of life. We believe in beauty, 
art, music, and the indulgence of one’s natural 
appetites, limited only by allowing others to enjoy 
an equal and similar right to live as they please. 

“The keynote is sexual freedom unrestrained, 
and pleasure is the password. Sin is a mirage, a 
superstition that is erased from our vocabulary. 

“Ordinary members—“novices” we call them—are 
Legionnaires. The rank of ‘centurion’ is given to 
those who have rallied 100 members to the cause. 
The rank of “general” is reserved for outstanding 
work in the Legion. 

“We especially need good speakers and propagan- 
dists—such as you might be if you joined our cause. 
You would qualify for the rank of general. Should 
you qualify and come over to our side you would 
be required merely to foreswear your present 
allegiance to Jehovah and to Christ and to take the 
oath of allegiance similar to that required of Jesus 
by Satan, in Luke 4, verses 6 and 7. 

“I might mention that Saint Peter, who has 
always shown a preference for the things of this 
world, is ‘on the fence,’ and is ready to come over 
to our cause when we show our strength in the 
final conflict. We feel confident that he will deliver 
into our hands the keys when the time comes, 
which we know to be very soon. 
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“After all, who wants to be on the losing side? 
If you realize the opportunity, do not hesitate to 
make it known to us by some indication, in your 
next broadcast, that you want to be one of us. 
Use the key word ‘Alpha’ in your speech, and we 
will approach you more directly and less secretly. 

“I wish to mention the statistics you have on 
adultery and divorce are really far below the true 
figure and outside the official number. (The devil 
knows the truth about it). There are, in this city 
of Los Angeles, which should be called ‘The City 
of Fallen Angels,’ countless couples living together 
who are not legally married, only pretending for 
convenience. There are tens of thousands of women 
and girls who are not divorced legally, but have 
left their husbands and families and are working for 
our cause in cocktail lounges and other places of 
pleasure and entertainment. They are, in fact, our 
main recruiting agency, and have trapped more 
members night after night than any other source. 

Hoping to hear from you, 

Yours in Hades, 

The Power of Fire and 
Earth 


“P.S. THE LEGION OF LUCIFER does not show 
its hand at present. Our movement is secret and 
underground. However, in these United States there 
is freedom of worship. Our organization is within 
the law. There is nothing illegal, or illegitimate, about 
it. Please understand this—we plan to come out 
in the open and have a broadcasting station of our 
own, as we cannot be refused the use of the air in 
this free country. Our main need is confident and 
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persuasive speakers, and that is why, frankly, we 
should like to have you among us. . . .” Taken from 
I TALKED WITH SPIRITS and printed by permission 
of Tyndale House Publishers. 

In printing this letter, we do not wish to give 
the impression that such activity is Satan’s main 
thrust, for such is not the case. The main thrust 
of Satan’s activity is “spiritual wickedness” in high 
places, which refers to his activity in the religious 
systems of the world, both pagan and pseudo- 
Christian. We cite the case of THE LEGION OF 
LUCIFER to show that there is increased Satanic 
activity in the last days. 

Our purpose in this chapter is to learn some 
basic facts about Satan. In order to do this we 
shall trace his history through the Word of God. 
If we are to overcome Satan, we must understand 
his strategy. - 

The events that led to Satan’s fall are described 
for us in Ezekiel 28: 11-19: “Moreover the word 
of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, 
take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and 
say unto him, Thus saith the Lord God; thou sealest 
up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. 
Thou has been in Eden the garden of God; every 
precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, 
and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the 
jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, 
and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of 
thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that 
thou wast created. Thou art the anointed cherub 
that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast 
upon the holy mountain of God; thou has walked 
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up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. 
Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that 
thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. 
By the multitude of thy merchandise they have 
filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou 
hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane 
out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy 
thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the 
stones of fire. Thine heart was lifted up because 
of thy beauty, thou has corrupted thy wisdom by 
reason of thy brightness: I will- cast thee to the 
ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may 
behold thee. Thou has defiled thy sanctuaries by 
the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity 
of thy traffic; therefore will I bring forth a fire 
from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and 
I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the 
sight of all them that behold thee. All they that 
know thee among the people shall be astonished 
at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou 
be any more.” 

The following facts make it clear that these 
verses refer to some person other than the literal 
King of Tyrus. (1) The King of Tyrus was not 
a created being (v. 13), (2) he was not an anointed 
cherub (v. 14), (3) he was not perfect (v. 15). 
These verses describe Satan in his unfallen state. 

The Amplified Old Testament renders the word 
“Thou sealest up the sum” in this way: “You are 
the full measure and pattern of exactness—giving 
the finishing touch to all that constitutes complete- 
ness.” Everything that God makes is perfect. Satan 
was perfect in every way when God made him. The 


11 


angelic hosts were perfect when God made them. 
Adam was perfect when God made him. However, 
God in infinite love and wisdom made all of His 
creatures as free moral agents with a will of their 
own. If God’s creatures are to love Him, they must 
have the freedom of will. In His matchless grace, 
God provided redemption for fallen man. In infinite 
righteousness, God did not provide redemption for 
Satan and the angelic hosts. 

In chapter four when we study Satan’s strategy, 
we shall discover that a gigantic conflict rages 
between God and Satan. If we are to overcome 
Satan, we must never forget that he is full of 
wisdom (Ezek. 28:12). We must always remember 
that he is the most subtle of all of God’s creatures 
(Genesis 3:1). We cannot outsmart him. We cannot 
defeat him in our own strength, but we can over- 
come him in the strength and power of the Lord. 

Satan was perfect in beauty when he was created. 
His beauty caused him to be filled with pride; 
pride led to his downfall. “Eden, the garden of 
God,” evidently refers to the primal garden of Eden 
and not to the Eden that is mentioned in the book 
of Genesis. It is of the greatest importance that 
we always remember that Satan is a created being. 
God, not Satan, will triumph in the gigantic conflict 
that is raging throughout the universe. It is good to 
know that we are on the winning side! Many a 
hard-pressed saint in the battle of life has been 
comforted by the words “greater is he that is in 
you, than he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4). 
Ezekiel 28:15-17 reveals that the first sin was not 
that of Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden, but 
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that it was the rebellion of Satan in the primal 
garden of Eden. i i 

Isaiah 14:12-17 is the second Scripture concerning 
Satan that we wish to study. “How art thou fallen 
from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how 
art thou cut down to the ground, which didst 
weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine 
heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my 
throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon 
the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the 
north: I will ascend above the heights of the 
clouds; I will be like the most High. Yet thou shalt 
be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. 
They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, 
and consider thee, saying, Is this the man that 
made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms; 
That made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed 
the cities thereof; that opened not the house of 
his prisoners?” 

Notice the five “I wills” of Satan: 

I will ascend into heaven, 

I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: 

I will sit upon the mount of the congregation, 
in the side of the north: 

I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; 

I will be like the most High. 

Self-will is the essence of sin. Jesus did not set 
His will against the will of God, but said, “I delight 
to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within 
my heart” (Psalms 40:8). In the garden a 
Gethsemane He prayed “Not my will, thine be done. 

Though the Scriptures tell us that the ways of 
God are past finding out (Romans 11:33), we must 
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recognize that God has a purpose in all that He 
does. Satan was created for a purpose. God had 
a purpose in permitting Satan to fall. He had a 
purpose in permitting Satan to tempt man to sin. 
He had a purpose in permitting man to fall in 
sin. One of God’s purposes in all of this is that He 
might manifest His grace. 

When Satan sinned, he was cast out of the primal 
garden of Eden and was cast down to the ground 
(Ezekiel 28:17), but he was not cast into Hell at 
that time. God said, “Yet thou shalt be brought 
down to hell, to the sides of the pit” (Isaiah 14:15). 
Even though this sentence of judgment was passed 
at least six millennia ago, it will not be carried 
out until the close of the millennial reign of Christ 
just before the Great White Throne judgment. 

The Apostle John described what will take place 
at that time in this way: “And when the thousand 
years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of 
his prison, And shall go out to deceive the nations 
which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog 
and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the 
number of whom is as the sand of the sea. And 
they went up on the breadth of the earth, and 
compassed the camp of the saints about, and the 
beloved city: and fire came down from God out 
of heaven, and devoured them. And the devil that 
deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet 
are, and shall be tormented day and night forever 
and ever” (Rev. 20:7-10). 

Jesus said, “I beheld Satan as lightning fall from 
heaven” (Luke 10:18). This statement evidently 
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was a prophetic utterance referring to Revelation 
20:2, 3. Isaiah said that Satan would: 

(1) make the earth tremble. We are witnessing 
a frequency of earthquakes in the last days. 

(2) shake kingdoms. We live in a period of world 
revolution. The foundations of the nations of the 
world are being shaken. 

(3) make the world a wilderness. Ecologists are 
predicting that the environment will soon be unfit 
for human and animal habitation. The complete 
fulfillment of these words will take place during the 
Great Tribulation. 

(4) destroy the cities of the world. The great 
powers of the East and of the West (Russia and the 
United States) now have their nuclear weapons aimed 
at the great cities of the world. 

(5) open not the house of his prisoners. All 
unregenerate are now the prisoners of Satan. Satan 
does not willingly set any of his prisoners free. If 
men are to be delivered from Satan’s power’ and 
prison house, they must be set free by servants of 
God who know and understand the ways of God 
and the ways of Satan. 


THE FALL OF MAN 


The next Scripture that we want to study is 
Genesis 3:1-15. “Now the serpent was more subtle 
than any beast of the field which the Lord God 
had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath 
God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 
And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat 
of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of 
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the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the 
garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither 
shall ye touch it lest ye die. And the serpent said 
unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God 
doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then 
your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, 
knowing good and evil. And when the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food, and that it was 
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to 
make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and 
did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; 
and he did eat. And the eyes of them both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and 
they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves 
aprons. And they heard the voice of the LORD 
God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: 
and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of 
the garden. And the LORD God called unto Adam, 
and said unto him, Where art thou? And he said, 
I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, 
because I was naked; and I hid myself. And he 
said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast 
thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee 
that thou shouldest not eat? And the man said, The 
woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave 
me of the tree, and I did eat. And the LORD God 
said unto the woman, What is this that thou has 
done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled 
me, and I did eat. And the LORD God said unto 
the serpent, Because thou has done this, thou are 
cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of 
the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust 
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shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: And I will 
put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” 


Though we shall study these verses more in detail 
in a later chapter in connection with Satan’s strategy, 
there are some facts about Satan in this portion of 
Scripture that we shall do well to recognize. 


(1) The serpent is identified as Satan (Rev. 12:9; 
20:2). ; 

(2) The serpent appeared to Eve before the fall 
and before God’s curse was put on him. Satan did 
not appear to Eve as a loathsome, crawling snake, 
but as the most beautiful of God’s creatures. 

(3) He sowed the seeds of doubt in Eve’s mind 
by asking a question. He uses the same method today. 

(4) He caused Eve to doubt the Word of God. 

(5) He lied to Eve. We must never forget that 
Satan is a liar and a deceiver. He deceives the whole 
world (Rev. 12:9). He is the greatest confidence man 
in the world. 

(6) He does not always tempt us with bad things, 
but many times with good things (Gen. 3:6). 

(7) God put a curse on the serpent for deceiving 
Adam and Eve. 

(8) God put enmity between Satan and the 
woman, and between Satan’s seed and the woman’s 
seed (3:15). 

(9) Though Satan bruised Christ’s heel at Calvary, 
Christ defeated Satan on the cross. 

(10) Christ will crush Satan’s head at the end 
of the millennium. 


SATAN AND JOB 


Study carefully the first and second chapters of 
Job. Here are some basic facts that we can learn 
from this portion of the Word of God. 

(1) Satan is not in Hell, but has access to the 
presence of the Lord (Job 1:6; 2:1). 

(2) Satan goes to and fro in the earth (Job 1:7; 
22-1 Fer. 3-0). 

(3) Satan is revealed as the accuser of the 
brethren (Job 1:11; 2:5; Rev. 12:10). 

(4) Satan, when afflicting men, cannot go any 
further than God permits him to go (Job 1:12; 2:6). 

(5) Satan does afflict and attack the children 
of God (Job 1:13-22; Job 2:7, 8). 


THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS 


The temptation of Jesus is recorded in each 
of the synoptic Gospels. It is not mentioned in 
the Gospel of John, and is summed up in two 
verses in the Gospel of Mark. We learn several 
important lessons from Matthew and Luke: 

(1) We learn that Satan is the tempter. If he 
tempted Christ, he will tempt us also. 

(2) Satan tempted Jesus after the Spirit of God 
came upon Jesus after His baptism in water (Matt. 
3:16; 4:1). Luke says that “Jesus, being full of 
the Holy Spirit. . .was led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness” (Luke 4:1). This example teaches us 
to be on the alert for Satanic attacks after times of 
great spiritual blessing. 

(3) Satan attacked Christ in a time of physical 
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weakness, after Jesus had fasted for 40 days and 
nights. Satan attacks us in times of physical weakness. 
Amalek, who is a type of the flesh, which is the 
activity of Satan within us, attacked the hindmost 
of Israel when they were feeble and weary (Deut. 
25:18). 

(4) Satan tempts us to use our normal appetites, 
which are not sinful in themselves, in the wrong 
way. Temptation is not sin. Jesus “was tempted 
in all points like as we are, yet without sin” 
(Hebrews 4:15). Temptation is the suggestion from 
Satan that we satisfy a good appetite in the wrong 
way. Sin is the decision to do it. When Jesus was 
very hungry, Satan tempted Him to turn a stone 
into bread, but Jesus did not yield to the temptation. 

(5) Satan knows how to quote Scripture when 
tempting us (Matt. 4:6; Luke 4:10, 11). 

(6) Jesus relied on the Word of God when over- 
coming Satan (Luke 4:4, 8, 12). 

(7) Satan used the same three basic temptations 
with Jesus that he had used with Adam and Eve 
(1 John 2:16). 

(8) Jesus commands Satan “Get thee hence, 
Satan” (Matt. 4:10), and “Get thee behind me, 
Satan” (Luke 4:8), and Satan obeys Him. Christians 
must learn to take their place with Christ at the 
Father’s right hand and to exercise the authority 
given to them by Christ in overcoming Satan. 

(9) Satan left Him for a season (Luke 4:13). 
We are to expect repeated attacks from Satan. 

(10) Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit 
after being tempted by Satan (Luke 4:14). Christians 
become strong in the faith when they overcome 
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attacks of Satan. 


SATAN AS REVEALED IN THE 
BOOK OF THE REVELATION 


One of the Devil’s devices is to keep both saints 
and sinners from reading and studying the Word 
of God, for faith comes by hearing and hearing by 
the Word of God (Romans 10:17). Since God 
promises a special blessing on all who will read, 
hear, and keep the things written in the book of 
the Revelation, Satan makes a special effort to keep 
both saints and sinners from reading this particular 
book. Many times he is able to accomplish this 
purpose, not only through false prophets, but also 
through born-again, sincere Christian ministers who 
have been deceived into believing the lie that we 
cannot understand the book of the Revelation. 

It is not our purpose, at this point, to study all 
of the references in the book of the Revelation 
concerning Satan, but we shall examine several key 
passages. The first of these is Revelation 12:7-16. 
“And there was war in heaven: Michael and his 
angels fought against the dragon: and the dragon 
fought and his angels, And prevailed not; neither 
was their place found any more in heaven. And 
the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, 
called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the 
whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and 
his angels were cast out with him. And I heard a 
loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, 
and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and 
the power of his Christ: for the. accuser of our 
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brethren is cast down, which accused them before 
our God day and night. And they overcame him by 
the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their 
testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the 
death. Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that 
dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth 
and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto 
you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that 
he hath but a short time. And when the dragon saw 
that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the 
woman which brought forth the man child. And 
to the woman were given two wings of a great 
eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into 
her place, where she is nourished for a time, and 
times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent. 
And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a 
flood after the woman, that he might cause her to 
be carried away of the flood. And the earth helped 
the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and 
swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out 
of his mouth.” 

The events described in these verses are not 
historical but prophetical. These events are to take 
place in the future, and every Scriptural sign indicates 
that they will be fulfilled in the very near future. 
For a verification of this last statement, read two 
books published by THE MISSIONARY CRUSAD- 
ER: SEVENTY-ONE SCRIPTURAL SIGNS THAT 
INDICATE THAT JESUS IS COMING SOON, and 
ISRAEL: PAST, PRESENT, and FUTURE. We can 
learn the following things from these verses: 

(1) There will be a war in heaven between 
Michael, the archangel, and Satan, the prince of the 
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power of the air. 

(2) Satan and his hosts will be defeated in this 
war. 

(3) Satan will be cast down into the earth. 

(4) Satan now deceives the whole world. 

(5) Satan is the accuser of the brethren. 

(6) His wrath is and will be great because he 
knows that his time is short. 

(7) Christians can overcome Satan (a) by the 
blood of the Lamb. We must learn to apply the 
blood of Christ to our hearts, to our homes, to 
all that is dear, to every thing that Satan is likely 
to attack, (b) by the word of their testimony, and 
(c) by not loving their lives unto the death. 
Weymouth translates these words “‘and because they 
held their lives cheap and did not shrink even 
from death.” 

(8) Satan will make a special attack on the 
Jews during the Great Tribulation. 

(9) In chapter thirteen we learn that Satan gives 
the Antichrist his power, his seat and great authority 


(v. 2). 
THE FINAL DOOM OF SATAN 


“And I saw an angel come down from heaven, 
having the key of the bottomless pit and a great 
chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, 
that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and 
bound him a thousand years, And cast him into 
the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a 
seal upon him that he should deceive the nations 
no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: 
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and after that he must be loosed a little season. 
And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and 
judgment was given unto them: and I saw the 
souls of them that were beheaded for the witness 
of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which 
had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, 
neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, 
or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the dead 
lived not again until the thousand years were 
finished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and 
holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: 
on such the second death hath no power, but 
they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and 
shall reign with him a thousand years. And when 
the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be 
loosed out of his prison, And shall go out to 
deceive the nations which are in the four quarters 
of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them 
together to battle: the number of whom is as the 
sand of the sea. And they went up on the breadth 
of the earth, and compassed the camp of the 
saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came 
down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 
And the Devil that deceived them was cast into 
the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and 
the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day 
and night for ever and ever” (Rev. 20:1-10). 

From these verses we learn: 

(1) that when Jesus comes the second time, 
Satan will be bound in the bottomless pit. 

(2) that Satan’s being bound is one of the 
reasons why we will have peace and righteousness 
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on the earth during the millennium. 

(3) that Satan will not be able to deceive the 
people of the world during this time. 

(4) that when the thousand years are finished, 
Satan will be loosed out of his prison. 

(5) that he will deceive the nations once again. 

(6) that man is depraved. Even with Jesus Christ 
reigning on the earth, and after a thousand years 
of peace and righteousness, men will choose to 
follow Satan rather than to follow Christ. 

(7) that Satan will gather together a great host 
in order to overthrow Christ. 

(8) that God will send fire from heaven and 
devour the great multitude of men. 

(9) that the Devil will be cast into the lake of 
fire and brimstone. 


A WORD OF PRACTICAL APPLICATION 


We are easily ensnared by Satan when we fail 
to know who he is, when we fail to understand 
his purposes, and when we are ignorant of his 
devices. Satan and his activities are not idle fairy 
tales. The truth about Satan is not cold doctrine. 
Many strong men have been slain by him. He 
deceives the whole world because he is the god 
of the world. The great mass of people in the 
world are in his dominion. 

Satan attacks every child of God. When Satan 
knows that some particular servant of God is likely 
to be used mightily by God, he attacks that 
individual with all of the fury of Hell. Tens of 
thousands of Christians who would have been 
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mightily used of God are ensnared by Satan, their 
testimony is ruined, their homes are wrecked, and 
but for the grace of God they would be condemned 
to spend eternity in Hell. But the Bible teaches that 
they will be saved; yet so as by fire. Therefore, 
Christian, know your enemy. Know how to put 
on the whole armor of God so that you may be 
able to stand against him. Learn to reign in life 
with Christ, and you will be able to defeat all of 
the hosts of Hell. 
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Chapter Two 
SATAN’S STRONGHOLDS 


“The weapons of our warfare. . .are mighty. . .to 
the pulling down of strong holds” (2 Corinthians 
10:4). 

Every reasonable person recognizes two mighty 
forces at work in the world: the forces of good 
and the forces of evil. In writing to the church 
at Colosse the Apostle Paul said, “Who hath delivered 
us from the power of darkness, and hath translated 
us into the kingdom of his dear Son.” There is 
a holy God who loves men, and who wants to 
conform them to the image of Christ. There is 
another god, whom the Bible calls “the god of 
this world” (2 Cor. 4:4). This god is commonly 
called “Satan” or “the Devil.” Satan is an evil 
god who hates men and who wishes to condemn 
them to eternal Hell. All men are in the Kingdom 
of God or in the Kingdom of Satan. 

Many people who believe what the Bible teaches 
about God do not believe what the Bible teaches 
about the Devil. Since they do not recognize that 
Satan is the god of this world, they do not realize 
that he is their enemy. They do not realize the 
tremendous power that he exercises. Many Christians 
fail to recognize that being children of God brings 
them into conflict with Satan. 

All of us remember the story of David and 
Goliath as recorded in the 17th chapter of First 
Samuel. In the opening verses of this chapter we 
see the army of Israel arrayed in battle lines against 
the army of the Philistines. Verse three states, “And 
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the Philistines stood on a mountain on the one 
side, and Israel stood on a mountain on the other 
side: and there was a valley between them.” We 
learn four things from this verse: (1) There were 
two opposing sides; (2) Israel was on one side; 
the Philistines were on the other side; (3) there 
was to be no compromise; one side or the other 
must win; (4) there was a valley between the 
children of Israel and between the Philistines. 

We can make a spiritual application from these 
four facts. (1) There are two opposing spiritual 
forces in the world. (2) God and the heavenly 
hosts are on one side; Satan and the hosts of 
Hell are on the other side. God has His kingdom; 
Satan has his kingdom. (3) It is utterly unthinkable 
to believe that a holy God can in any way com- 
promise with, unite with, or have any part with 
the unholy, unclean forces of Satan. (4) Just as 
there was a valley between the hosts of Israel and 
the hosts of the Philistines, there is to be a separation 
between the people of God and between the people 
who are controlled by Satan. 

When the Apostle Paul gave his testimony before 
King Agrippa, he said that he had been commissioned 
by the Lord to turn men from darkness to light, 
and from the power (authority) of Satan unto 
God (Acts 26:18). This verse teaches us that all 
unconverted people are in the power of the Devil; 
that they are under his authority; that they are 
in his kingdom. At least sixty stupendous transactions 
take place the very moment any person exercises 
saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and one of 
these major transactions is that the sinner is trans- 
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lated from the kingdom of Satan into the kingdom 
of God. 

When Satan rebelled against God, a great number 
of the angelic host joined with him in the rebellion 
(2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6). The Bible indicates that 
a third of the angels joined with Satan in this 
rebellion (Rev. 12:4). Some of these angels are 
bound in chains awaiting judgment, but an un- 
numbered host of them are now demons who do 
the bidding of Satan. 

Even though the primary purpose of this booklet 
is not to study the demons, we must not overlook 
them as we consider the forces of Satan. Demons 
are mentioned at least 62 times in the New Testa- 
ment. In the King James Version the Greek words 
“daimonion” and “daimon” are translated by the 
English word “devils.” In most of the modern 
translations these words are correctly translated 
“demon” or “‘evil spirits.” When Satan is meant, the 
Greek word is “diablos” which is correctly translated 
“devil” in the King James Version. 

In each of the synoptic Gospels we see Jesus 
repeatedly casting out demons (Luke 4:33-41; 
8:27-35; 11:14-20). In the Gospel of John the 
Jews accuse Jesus of being demon-possessed (8:48- 
52). The Apostle Paul speaks of the doctrine of 
demons (1 Tim. 4:1). James says that the demons 
believe and tremble (2:19). During the Great 
Tribulation some men will worship demons (Rev. 
9:20). 

In a sophisticated society men raise their eye 
brows at the mention of demons. They think that 
belief in the existence of demons is fantastic, and 
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they ridicule all who believe that demons do exist. 
But, such is not the case in the great mission 
fields of the world. The Bible tells us that many 
people in these lands actually worship the demons 
(Deut. 32:17; 1 Cor. 10:20). Pagans readily admit 
that they do this. They reason in this way: “We 
know that there is a good God, but we do not have 
to fear Him. It is the evil spirits that we must 
placate, and, therefore, we sacrifice to them.” The 
Bible tells us that the heathen spend their entire 
life time in bondage to Satan (Hebrew 2:14, 15). 
Any Bible-believing missionary will verify the above 
facts. Demon-possession is described many places in 
the New Testament. For a discussion of demon 
activity at the present time read DEMON EXPERI- 
ENCES IN MANY LANDS, published by MOODY 
PRESS. This book can be purchased from the 
CRUSADER BOOK NOOK for 50 cents a copy. 

The Bible teaches that in the last days we are 
to experience increased demonic and Satanic activity 
(1 Tim. 4:1; Rev. 12:12). I TALKED WITH THE 
SPIRITS by Victor H. Ernest is published by 
TYNDALE HOUSE PUBLISHERS. On the inside 
flap of the dust cover of this booklet we read these 
words, “Yes, invisible spirits sometimes do lift 
tables, knock on walls, and speak through mediums 
at seances; yes, clairvoyants, psychics, and fortune- 
tellers are able to predict some future events; yes, 
many well-educated respectable, and religious people 
claim to communicate with the dead; yes, it is 
possible to contact the mysterious spirit world, but 
all who do so are ignoring God’s warning and exposing 
themselves to the influence and control of evil 
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spirits.” These are the realities described by Victor 
Ernest, a Baptist minister who was a medium for 
spirit contacts in his early adulthood. The author 
acknowledges that much of the occult demonstrations 
of power are clever hoaxes, but asserts that super- 
natural spirits do invade the natural world when 
humans surrender to them—and these spirits are 
all evil. It is a fearful thing when a saint or sinner 
gets involved in demonic activity. 


THE WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD 


If all of this is just imaginary why are we 
exhorted to put on the whole armor of God that 
we may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil (Eph. 6:11)? If we are to stand for God, we 
must learn to put on the armor of God. As I have 
prepared the material for this book, I have been 
astounded as case after case has come to my mind 
of the lives of Christians and especially of the 
lives of Gospel ministers who have been ruined 
by the power of Satan. These good people took 
lightly the exhortation from God to put on the 
whole armor of God. 

We must put on the armor of God because we 
are locked in mortal conflict with: (1) principalities, 
(2) powers, (3) the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, and (4) spiritual wickedness in high places 
(Eph. 6:12). Dr. Theodore H. Epp, the director 
of BACK TO THE BIBLE BROADCAST, in his 
splendid booklet HOW TO RESIST SATAN discusses 
the above four divisions of Satan’s kingdom. We 
quote the following from Dr. Epp’s booklet with 
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the permission of the BACK TO THE BIBLE 
BROADCAST. “Four divisions of Satan’s kingdom 
are suggested in Ephesians 6, where we read: ‘For 
we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places” (Eph. 6:12). 

First, of course, there is Satan himself. Under 
him are demon forces and fallen angels. Some may 
wonder about this, but that certain angels fell with 
Satan is clearly stated in the Bible. In Matthew 
25:41 we read that hell was prepared for the Devil 
and his angels. Further proof that there are evil 
angels is found in Jude 6 where we learn that there 
are certain angels who, at the present time, are 
reserved in chains, and that they are to be included 
in that great future judgment when Satan and his 
evil followers will be consigned to the lake of fire. 


PRINCIPALITIES 


The first of these divisions which acknowledge 
Satan as its head is called principalities. These are 
princes in Satan’s kingdom who have sections or 
provinces of this world under their control. The 
word “principalities” has special reference to political 
realms in which evil spirits work to influence earthly 
rulers, kings, presidents, parliaments, legislatures, 
judges, civil officers, voters, party politics, office 
holders, office seekers, and the entire range of 
men and things connected with the government. 

The prince of Persia, spoken of in Daniel 10, is 
one of these principalities. Daniel had prayed con- 
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cerning his people, Israel, and when the answer 
finally reached him, twenty-one days had gone by 
from the time he first made his request to God. 
This powerful angel known as the prince of Persia, 
had hindered the message, and not until Michael, 
the archangel, had come to the rescue of God’s 
first messenger, was this evil being overcome and 
the message finally gotten through to Daniel. The 
incident is illuminating from several angles. It proves 
beyond the shadow of a doubt that evil angels seek 
to influence world governments and wherever pos- 
sible hinder God’s plans. It also shows that by 
persevering prayer, God’s people can defeat the 
purposes of the enemy. 

There seems to be no question but that all 
earthly governments from the main government on 
down to the smallest segments, are attacked by 
these evil spirits. They seek to manipulate and 
influence men who are in office. Whether they 
realize it or not, some of the pressure brought 
against men in government stems from the fact 
that Satan and his organized forces try to force 
these influential men in the direction Satan wants 
them to go. 

We sometimes find Christian men who have been 
providentially placed in office, but even they are 
not immune from attack by these principalities. 
That is one reason why such men have difficulty 
at times in giving a clear-cut answer on some things. 
The antagonism to them is not primarily from men 
who oppose them. The real source is Satan. No 
wonder we are instructed to pray for those in 
government. When we do, we resist and thwart 
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the efforts of the Evil One in persuading men to 
follow the path he has mapped out for them. 


POWERS 


The next division is named “powers.” This is 
plural, not singular. This word represents an exceed- 
ingly large section of Satan’s forces who are evil 
spirits of great energy and force. Their particular 
method of operation is to attack the personal 
feelings and thought-life of Christians. Unbelievers 
are also attacked in this way, and the terrible 
crimes we repeatedly read about in the newspapers 
are, without a doubt, in some way or another 
inspired by these evil powers. What method they 
use will depend upon the individual, and whether 
or not he is a Christian. 

These demons do not come showing their real 
colors. They operate under disguises such as self- 
interest, self-revenge, and self-gratification. These 
are powerful stimulants to evil action in themselves, 
but when encouraged by evil beings, they can 
result in the lowest and foulest of deeds. Those 
guilty of such actions possibly never realize that 
evil spirits have added their persuasive powers to 
the base desires inherent in the human heart. 

There are even some persons who justify their 
evil and cruel course in life by thinking they are 
doing it for God. This was true of Saul of Tarsus 
before he came to realize his awful sin against 
Christ and the people of God. It was not until 
after he was saved that Saul realized how he had 
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been the dupe of Satanic forces. 

These powers we have already noted attack the 
feelings of persons. If left to ourselves, we might 
not react as violently as we sometimes do when 
some false accusation is made against us, or some 
derogatory remark is dropped about us. It is true 
that we have an Adamic nature which would urge 
us to resent such things, but when the prodding 
of the fleshly nature is combined with stimulation 
from the outside by demons, human reactions are 
intensified. I am sure that many church quarrels 
are initiated by these powers. That seems to be 
about the only reasonable explanation for the hatred 
engendered in some of them and for the fact that 
some of these quarrels last for generations. Service 
for God under such conditions is almost impossible, 
and great shame is brought on the cause of our 
Lord. 

It is also part of the function of these evil 
spirits to defame character. We find it much easier 
to say evil of a person than good. However, when 
we are under the direction of the Holy Spirit, 
this tendency is reversed, and we find it easier 
to do good than to do evil. 

All of us have our defense mechanisms, and our 
first reaction, when something is said against us, 
is to rise to our own defense. It is not unusual in 
a family to have someone ask a question, and the 
person who is asked will raise his voice a bit and 
say, “Well, I told you so a long time ago.” Why 
is there such a reaction? The reason is that the 
person giving the answer is seeking to justify himself 
against the charge of forgetting to pass along some 
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information that should have been given earlier. 
Sometimes back of that are evil spirits who like 
to stir up unrest in families and among human 
beings in general. 

Part of the nefarious work of demons is to 
raise up tale-bearers among brethren. It is true 
that Satan is called the accuser of the brethren, 
but sometimes brethren become accusers of brethren. 
Yet, nine times out of ten, if those Christians who 
are at loggerheads with each other could lay all 
the facts on the table with regard to their disagree- 
ments, they would very likely find no real reason 
whatsoever for holding hard feelings toward each 
other. It is true that bad feelings should not exist 
among Christians at all, but the sad fact is that 
such feelings often exist when there is no good 
reason for them, even from a purely human stand- 
point. 

Let us face this matter squarely. These powers, 
with untiring energy, seek to destroy peace in the 
lives of God’s people. This apparently is their 
particular assignment, and they work hard at it. 


RULERS OF THE DARKNESS OF THE AGE 


In our Authorized Version there are places where 
the word “age” should be substituted for the word 
“world.” Such a place is Ephesians 6:12. The evil 
spirits spoken of are those who foster superstition, 
fortune-telling, and false teaching of various kinds. 
They delude people into watching for signs, seeking 
the interpretation of dreams or to follow mental 
Suggestions or emotional impressions they receive, 
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regardless of the source. In these days when God 
has given us a complete Bible, He speaks to us 
through His Word, and the Spirit interprets the 
Word to our hearts. Christians, of all people, should 
avoid all such extraordinary means of trying to 
discover the will of God. 

Vast multitudes in this world, even in our so- 
called civilized countries, are highly superstitious. 
Seeing a black cat will frighten some of them, and 
many will look on horseshoes as objects of good 
luck. Others again will carry around a rabbit’s foot 
in order to ward off what they call bad luck. These 
illustrations only touch the fringe of the superstition 
that holds untold millions in spiritual slavery. 


WICKED SPIRITS IN HEAVENLY PLACES 


The fourth group are wicked spirits in heavenly 
places, which is an accurate translation of the 
expression ‘“‘spiritual wickedness in high places.” 
These are religious demons who intrude into the 
highest religious experiences. They come as angels 
of light, sometimes speaking through men behind 
pulpits, giving these unregenerate men the false 
ideas which have led so many astray in the past 
years. 

These wicked spirits control in some cases the 
thinking in religious schools. This is certainly true 
where modernism and higher criticism have taken 
over. We see their handiwork in such groups as 
Jehovah’s Witnesses when its devotees tell us that 
the Greek words mean so and so, yet the “Witness” 
does not know the first thing about Greek. In 
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order to substantiate their unbiblical teaching, they 
seek to change the meaning of words. 

Some of these evil spirits will pose as the Holy 
Spirit Himself. Much of our modern so-called 
“demonstrations of the Holy Spirit” are actually 
manifestations of the presence of evil spirits. Many 
earnest people have been drawn into such movements 
through ignorance and have been exposed to the 
worst types of demonism. I have had to deal with 
some persons who have been deceived under such 
movements, and by the grace of God I have witnessed 
their being cleansed from the vexation of these 
demons and happily released from their power 
(Acts 5:16). 

These wicked spirits we have been discussing 
are religious demons. Their special sphere of work 
is in heavenly places which, for one thing, includes 
the very air around us. We read in Ephesians 2:2 
that Satan is the prince of the power of the air. It 
is these evil spirits who see to it that certain people 
join churches and yet are unsaved. They are 
baptized and profess religion. They may even profess 
holiness of a kind. They sometimes speak of having 
marvelous dreams and ecstasies, give prophecies, 
claim to have wonderful spiritual gifts, and yet 
are wholly unsaved. The program of these evil 
spirits is to attack the most conscientious religious 
people and get them to accept heresy and follow 
impressions to where they become puffed up with 
self-conceit and self-righteousness, fancying them- 
selves to be above others. 

The Pharisees and scribes were very religious 
but see how our Saviour described them: “Ye are 
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of your father the devil’? (John 8:44). In another 
place Paul stated that a certain man was a child 
of the Devil (Acts 13:10). In his first letter, John 
wrote, “He that committeth (or continueth in) 
sin is of the devil” (1 John 3:8). In that same letter 
he stated, “We know that we are of God, and the 
whole world lieth in wickedness” (1 John 5:19). 
There are only two places that a man can be, either 
in the hands of Christ or in the lap of the wicked one. 
Satan’s kingdom therefore consists of angels, 
demons, and men on earth; and his kingdom is 
well organized and responsive to his bidding. “Used 
by permission of The Good News Broadcasting 
Association, Inc. from How to Resist Satan.” 


THE SATANIC SYSTEM 


We get our English word “cosmos” from the 
Greek word ‘“‘kosmos.” Webster defines ‘“‘cosmos” 
as any self-inclusive system characterized by order 
and harmony. The Greek word “kosmos” is found 
in the New Testament 187 times. In at least 30 
of these instances it clearly refers to the Satanic 
system. A study of the Scriptures reveals ten 
pertinent facts about the “kosmos” or world system. 

(1) Satan is the head or prince of this system. 
Jesus said, “Now is the judgment of this world: 
now shall the prince of this world (kosmos or 
Satanic system) be cast out” (John 12:31). “Here- 
after I will not talk much with you; for the prince 
of this world (kosmos or Satanic system) cometh, 
and hath nothing in me” (John 14:30). “Of 
judgment, because the prince of this world (Satanic 
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system) is judged” (John 16:11). 

- (2) Since Satan is the head of this system, it is 
entirely evil. The Bible speaks of the believer as 
having escaped corruption that is in the world 
(Satanic system) 2 Peter 1:4. The Bible speaks 
of the pollution of the world (Satanic system) 
2 Peter 2:20. The Christian is to keep himself 
unspotted from the world (Satanic system) James 
1:27. The friendship of the world (Satanic system) 
is enmity with God (James 4:4). All who are born 
of God overcome the world (Satanic system) 1 John 
5:4. The spirit of antichrist was at work in the 
world (Satanic system) even in apostolic times 
(1 John 4:3). 

(3) Satan oppresses those who are in his kingdom 
(Acts 10:38). 

(4) Satan binds with physical infirmities those 
in his kingdom (Luke 13:16). 

(5) Christians can be sifted and buffeted by 
Satan (Luke 22:31, 32; 2 Cor. 12:7). 

(6) The world or Satanic system is defined in 
this way: “the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life’ (1 John 2:16). 

(7) The Satanic system hates the believer (1 John 
3:13). 

(8) The believer can overcome the Satanic system 
because the indwelling Christ is greater than the 
Devil (1 John 4:4). 

(9) Those who are a part of the Satanic system 
live for it (1 John 4:5). 

(10) The Satanic system is temporal. God’s 
kingdom is eternal (1 John 2:17). Consider some 
of the divisions in the Satanic system. 
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(1) The Entertainment World 

It does not take any great stretch of the imagina- 
tion to recognize that the entertainment world is 
under the control of Satan. This does not mean 
that everything in the entertainment world is sordid 
and vile. Satan is too smart to operate in that way. 
He uses much that is “good” to keep decent people 
in his control. 

(2) The Educational World 

At one time in the United States the educational 
world was largely under the direction of godly, 
Bible-believing Christians. Now, both secular and 
so-called Christian education are largely under the 
control of Satan. Yes, we thank God for many 
notable exceptions, but any one who knows anything 
about the philosophy of modern education knows 
that it is pagan. It is not necessary to take the 
space to prove this. 

(3) The Political World 

The Bible teaches that there are no powers but 
they that be ordained of God (Romans 13:1). It 
teaches that God removeth kings and that He 
setteth up kings (Daniel 2:21). We, therefore, 
recognize that God is sovereign and that Satan is 
under His control, but we must also recognize that 
when man rebelled against God and chose of his 
own will to believe Satan’s lie rather than to 
believe the truth of God, he placed himself under 
Satan’s control. When human governments were 
formed, they were under the domination of Satan. 
That Satan controls the kingdoms of the world was 
clearly demonstrated when Satan tempted Jesus. 
Satan took Jesus up into a high mountain and 
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showed Him all of the kingdoms of the world in a 
moment of time, and said to Jesus, “All of these 
things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and 
worship me.” If Satan did not have the power to 
make good this promise, it would not have been a 
temptation to Jesus. 

(4) The Religious World 

Jesus said, “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for 
wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth 
to destruction, and many there be which go in 
thereat: because strait is the gate, and narrow is 
the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be 
that find it” (Matthew 7:13, 14). It is amazing 
how much truth is packed in these two verses of 
Scripture. There are two gates; there are two ways; 
there are two destinations; there are two groups 
of people. There is no middle ground; there is not 
a third or fourth way. Every person in the world 
is either on the broad road that leads to destruction, 
or he is in the strait and narrow way that leads to 
life. 

Many times preachers preach that we must choose 
which of the two gates we will enter. Such is not 
the case. All men have entered through the wide 
gate through their physical birth, and they are now 
walking on the broad road that leads to destruction. 
Men have the power of choosing whether or not they 
will turn from the broad road that leads to destruc- 
tion, and whether or not they will, through a 
spiritual birth, enter the narrow gate, and walk 
on the narrow road which leads to life. Christ, 
Himself, is the way and the only way that leads 
from earth to heaven, from death to life (John 14:6). 
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Christ, Himself, is the life (John 14:6). His name is 
the only name whereby men can be saved (Acts 4:12). 
He is the only mediator between God and men 
(1 Timothy 2:5). 

This truth is a bitter pill for the natural man to 
swallow, for he does not understand the things of 
God (1 Cor. 2:14). Sophisticated people want to 
believe that one religion is as good as another. 
They want to think that it does not matter what 
man believes as long as he is sincere in what he 
believes. They do not want to be so narrow as to 
believe that all man must be saved through Christ, 
and in no other way, but this is what the Bible 
teaches. 

Christ is the only way because He is the only 
virgin-born Son of God. He is unique in the universe 
in that He is the only person who is the God-man 
and therefore He is the only one who can be a 
mediator between God and men. Christ is the only 
way because He, and He alone, died an atoning 
death for the sins of the world. Christ is the only 
way because He alone overcame death, Hell, and 
the grave. He, and no other, had the power to lay 
down His life and to take it again. 

Since Christ is the only way of salvation, it is 
easy for us to see why so few find the way of life. 
Satan, and all of his kingdom, and all of the hosts 
of Hell are on the broad road that leads to destruc- 
tion. 

Think with me of some of the categories of 
people who are on the broad road that leads to 
destruction. All atheists, infidels, skeptics, scoffers, 
and free thinkers are on this road. The great masses 
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of people who have been deceived by Communism 
(Satan) are on this road. The people in all of the 
pagan religions of the world (Islam, Buddhism, 
Shintoism, etc.) are on this road. All pseudo-Christian 
religionists are on this road. There are some people 
in every denomination who are born-again Christians, 
and they are therefore on the strait and narrow 
road that leads to life. Many Catholics are saved 
by the grace of God, but they are saved in spite of 
the Satanic system that they are in and not because 
of it. 


All modernists who deny the inspiration of the 
Holy Scriptures, who deny the virgin birth of 
Christ, who deny the atoning death of Christ, and 
who deny the literal resurrection of Christ are on 
the broad road that leads to destruction. 


A great host of Protestant church members are 
on the broad road that leads to destruction. They 
have “Churchianity” but not CHRISTianity. They 
have religion, but do not have life. Spiritually- 
minded denominational leaders estimate that 90 
percent of the church members never have been 
born again. 


Some of the people who are in the cults 
(Jehovah’s Witnesses, Christian Scientists, Seventh- 
day Adventists, Mormons, and others) may have 
been saved before they got into these false Satanic 
systems, but none of these systems preach the 
Glorious Gospel of the Grace of God, and no 
one can be saved by the legalistic system of salvation 
by works that they preach. 
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THE GATES OF HELL 


Jesus said, “Upon this rock I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it” (Matthew 16:18). Communism, pagan 
religions, pseudo-Christian religions, modernism and 
the cults are the gates of Hell. These strong holds 
of Satan must be pulled down by Christian prayer 
warriors. God is looking for Christian soldiers who 
know how to put on the whole armor of God so 
that they can stand against the wiles of the Devil 
(Eph. 6:11), and who know how to exercise authority 
in the pulling down of Satan’s strongholds. 
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Chapter Three 
SATAN’S COUNTERFEITS 


“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith, 
prove your own selves. Know ye not your own 
selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye 
be reprobates (counterfeits)? (2 Cor. 13:5)? 

The Bible reveals that Satan, as the great counter- 
feiter, deceives the whole world (Rev. 12:9). A 
counterfeit is that which is made in imitation of 
something, with a view to defraud. It is a substitution 
of the false for the true. 

For everything that God has that is genuine, 
Satan has a counterfeit. The worth of a counterfeit 
is in that it so closely resembles the genuine article 
that it takes experts to distinguish between them. 
The average person cannot tell the difference between 
an original painting and a counterfeit of the same. 
Most of us would accept a counterfeit ten-dollar 
certificate as readily as we would a genuine one. 


HELL’S TRINITY 


The Apostle John writes “And I saw three 
unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth 
of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, 
and out of the mouth of the false prophet” 
(Rev. 16:13). In Hell’s trinity the dragon (Satan) 
Rev. 12:9 is the counterpart of God the Father. 
The beast (the first beast of Revelation 13, the 
man of sin and the son of perdition of 2 Thess. 2, 
the antichrist of First John, and the little horn 
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of Daniel 7:8) is the counterpart of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The false prophet (the second beast of 
Revelation 13) is the counterpart of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Though Satan is exactly the opposite of God in 
every way, He deceives men by making them believe 
that he and his activities are godlike. God is holy 
and righteous; Satan is a monster of iniquity. 
God is truth; Satan is a liar. God gives life; Satan 
is a murderer from the beginning. God is light; 
Satan is darkness. God is love; Satan is hate. God 
creates; Satan destroys. 

Mrs. Jessie Penn-Lewis in her book WAR ON THE 
SAINTS shows how Satan counterfeits the presence 
of God. “How the powers of darkness counterfeit 
the presence of God to those ignorant of his devices 
may be somewhat as follows. At some moment when 
the believer is yearning for the SENSE of God’s 
presence, either alone, or in a meeting, and certain 
conditions are fulfilled, the subtle foe approaches, 
and wrapping the SENSES round with a soothing, 
lulling feeling—sometimes filling the room with light, 
or causing what is apparently a ‘breath from God’ 
by a movement of the air—either whispers, ‘This 
is the presence you have longed for,’ or leads the 
believer to infer that it is what he has desired. 

“Then, off his guard, and lulled into security 
that Satan is far away, some thoughts are suggested 
to the mind, accompanied by manifestations which 
appear to be Divine; a sweet voice speaks, or a 
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vision is given, which is at once received as ‘Divine 
guidance,’ given in the ‘Divine presence,’ and hence 
beyond question as from God. If accepted as from 
God, when from the spirits of evil, the first ground 
is gained. 

“The man is now so sure that God has bidden 
him do this or that. He is filled with the thought 
that he has been highly favored of God, and chosen 
for some high place in His Kingdom. The deeply 
hidden self-love is fed and strengthened by this, 
and he is able to endure all things by the power 
of his secret strength. He has been spoken to by 
God! He has been singled out for special favor! 
His support is now within, upon his experience 
rather than upon God Himself, and the written 
Word. Through this secret confidence that God 
has specially spoken to him, he becomes unteachable 
and unyielding, with a positiveness trending on 
infallibility. He cannot listen to others now, for 
they have not had the ‘direct’ revelation from God. 
He is in direct, special, personal communion with 
God, and to question any ‘direction’ given to him, 
becomes the height of sin. Obey he must, even 
though the direction given is contrary to all en- 
lightened judgment, and the action commanded 
opposed to the spirit of the Word of God. In 
brief, when the man at this stage believes he 
has a ‘command’ from God, he will not use his 
reason, because he thinks it would be ‘carnal’ to 
do so; ‘common-sense’ is lack of faith, and therefore 
sin; and ‘conscience, for the time being, has ceased 
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to speak.” The above quotation is taken from 
WAR ON THE SAINTS by Mrs. Jessie Penn-Lewis 
and is published by permission of the Overcomer 
Literature Trust in England. This book is distributed 
by the CHRISTIAN LITERATURE CRUSADE of 
Fort Washington, Penna. 19034, 

During the period of the Great Tribulation the 
Antichrist will counterfeit the Lord Jesus Christ. 
During this age, Satan counterfeits all that Jesus 
is and does, even though he is the exact opposite 
of Christ in every way. We have seen in Isaiah 14 
that Satan set his will against the will of God. 
The Lord Jesus Christ delights to do the Father’s 
will in all things. In the garden of Gethsemane 
Jesus prayed, “Not my will, but thine be done.” 
Satan is the essence of pride. Pride caused his down- 
fall. Jesus is the essence of humility. Satan blinds 
men; Jesus enlightens them. Satan enslaves men; 
Jesus sets them free. Satan takes the lives of others; 
Jesus gave His life for others. Satan leads men into 
self-righteousness; Jesus clothes men with His own 
righteousness. 


FALSE SPIRITS 


During the Great Tribulation the false prophet 
(the second beast of Revelation 13) is the counter- 
part of the Holy Spirit. The great work of the 
Holy Spirit is to glorify Christ (John 16:14). The 
false prophet causes men to worship the Antichrist 
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(Revelation 13:15). During this age Satan counterfeits 
the work of the Holy Spirit through demons and 
lying spirits. The following quotations are taken 
from WAR ON THE SAINTS by Mrs. Penn-Lewis. 

“The counterfeit presence of God is given by 
deceiving spirits working upon the physical frame, 
or within the bodily frame upon the senses.” 

“Counterfeit manifestations of the Divine life 
in various ways now follow quickly; movements 
in the body, pleasant thrills, touches, a glow as of 
fire in different parts of the body; or sensations of 
cold, or shaking and tremblings; all of which are 
accepted as from God.” 

“Evil spirits are able to counterfeit the voice 
of God, because of the ignorance of believers that 
they can do so, and of the true principle of God’s 
way of communication with His children.” 

“The spirit of judgment of others, and the 
secret self-esteem for their ‘consecration to God’ 
which accompanies their ‘obedience,’ betrays the 
subtle workings of the enemy.” 

“Here also counterfeit manifestations in ‘miracu- 
lous gifts, prophecy, tongues, healings, visions, and 
supernatural experiences of every kind possible to 
the satanic powers, may be given to the believer, 
with abundant ‘texts’ and ‘proofs’ to confirm their 
‘Divine origin.’ ” 

“When their footing is in the body, the lying 
spirits’ counterfeit representation of others may be 
in the realm of the passions and affections, seeking 
to rouse or feed these in the possessed one; their 
faces, voices, ‘presence,’ being presented, as if 
counterfeit ‘love, or drawing to the other one, 
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with a painful craving for their company, which 
almost masters the victim.” 

“This subject of love, and its painful arousing 
and communication or counterfeiting by evil spirits, 
is one that touches multitudes of believers of all 
classes. Many are made to suffer poignant agonies 
of craving for love, with no specific person involved; 
others are wrought upon in their thoughts so as 
not to be able to hear the word “love” mentioned, 
without embarrassing manifestations of colour; none 
of these manifestations being under the control 
of the will of the believer.” 

“Satan will foster any widespread surface work 
of the believer, knowing it will not really touch 
his kingdom, nor hasten the full birth into the 
Throne-life of the conquering seed of Christ.” 

“The safe path for believers at the close of the 
age is one of tenacious faith in the written Word as 
the sword of the Spirit, to cut the way through 
all the interferences and tactics of the forces of 
darkness, to the end.” 

“Insomnia may be the work of evil spirits, 
adapting their workings to the over-wrought condition 
of the person.” 

“All workings of the enemy at night can be 
made to cease by their recognition as of him, and 
definitely refused in the Name of the Lord.” 


A COUNTERFEIT GOSPEL 
The Apostle Paul said, “I marvel that ye are so 
soon removed from him that called you into the 


grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not 
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another; but there be some that trouble you, and 
would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, 
or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel 
unto you than that which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say 
I now again, If any man preach any other gospel 
unto you than that ye have received, let him be 
accursed” (Galatians 1:6-9). 

Paul says that men would pervert the Gospel 
of Christ (v. 7). The Gospel is perverted when 
something is added to it or taken from it. It is 
perverted when it is changed in any way. The 
modernist speaks much about “the social gospel.” 
There is no such thing as “social gospel” in the 
Bible. The Gospel of the Grace of God does not 
have social implications and social applications, but 
the very meaning of the word “gospel” shows that 
there cannot be a “social gospel.” The word 
“gospel” means “good news.” The good news for 
sinners is that Christ died for their sins, and they 
will not have to die for their sins. The good news 
is that Christ rose again from the dead, and that 
He now desires to live in and through all who will 
trust Him. It is good news to tell men that Christ 
is sufficient for their every need. 

My good friend, I am not talking about a 
heartless gospel. I am not talking about giving a 
mental assent to Bible doctrine. I am talking about 
living faith that will change the direction and destiny 
of all who are brought to grips with the true and 
living God. The best way to change society is to 
change by the new birth the individuals who make 
up society. What folly to think that degraded sinners 
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can be transformed by giving them better food, 

ing, or housing! 
pp eme of the Roman Catholic Church is 
a counterfeit of the Gospel of the Grace of God. Any 
message that teaches salvation by works is a counter- 
feit of the true Gospel. 

All of the cults, though each of them preaches 
and teaches a different message, preach a counterfeit 
gospel. Many times I have asked the Jehovah's 
Witnesses what a person must do to be saved, and 
they answer something like this. “You must believe 
the Bible. You must obey the Bible. You must 
do the will of God.” Certainly we should believe 
in the Bible, but we are not saved by believing the 
Bible. Yes, we should obey the teachings in the 
Bible, but no one has ever been saved in this way. 
Christians should do the will of God, but if men 
had to be saved by doing the will of God, no one 
would be saved because no one can perfectly do 
the will of God. It is not ‘good news to tell men 
that they must do the will of God in order to be 
saved. This will drive them to despair. We do not 
do the will of God in order to be saved, but we 
do the will of God because we are saved. There is 
a world of difference. Think it through. For a 
clear exposition of what the Gospel is, write the 
publishers for a free copy of our booklet THE 
GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF THE GRACE OF GOD. 


COUNTERFEIT MINISTERS 


The Apostle Paul wrote “For such are false 
apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves 
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into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for 
Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 
Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also 
be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; 
whose end shall be according to their works” 
(2 Cor. 11:13-15). 
We learn three things from this amazing passage 
of Scripture: 
(1) False apostles, deceitful workers transform 
themselves into the apostles of Christ. 
(2) Satan transforms himself into an angel of 
light. 
(3) Satan’s ministers are ministers of righteousness. 
When we study the Devil’s devices we will learn 
that Satan does not want men to believe that he 
exists, but if they do believe that he exists, he 
wants men to think of him as being a horned, 
cloven-hoofed, sinister character with a tail, who 
goes about with a fiery pitch fork seeking to kill 
men. But these three verses unmask Satan and his 
ministers for what they really are. Actually Satan 
and his hosts are the embodiment of evil. They 
are not concerned about the will of God, but are 
concerned about human betterment. Satan works 
in many devious ways. In some cases he traps 
people with filthy, degrading habits. Though some 
of Satan’s ministers do the same thing, other ministers 
of Satan are ministers of righteousness. They tell 
people to live right and to do right. Many think 
that this proves that such ministers are servants 
of the true and living God. Not so! All man-made 
righteousness is self-righteousness, and is as filthy 
rags in the sight of God (Isaiah 64:6). 
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SATAN’S ANGELS 


Most people who believe in angels think they 
are holy heavenly beings. Angels are mentioned 
over 100 times in the Old Testament, and in every 
instance these angels are good. Good angels are 
ministering spirits who are sent by God to minister 
to the heirs of salvation (Hebrews 1:14). Angels 
are mentioned about 180 times in the New Testa- 
ment. Four clear references in the New Testament 
show that there are bad angels as well as good angels. 
“For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but 
cast them down to hell, and delivered them into 
chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment” 
(2 Peter 2:4). “And the angels which kept not 
their first estate, but left their own habitation, he 
hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness 
unto the judgment of the great day” (Jude 6). 
“And they had a king over them, which is the angel 
of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew 
tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath 
his name Apollyon” (Rev. 9:11). This verse refers 
to Satan and shows that his Hebrew name is 
Abaddon, and that his Greek name is Apollyon. 
“And the great dragon was cast out, that old 
serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth 
the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, 
and his angels were cast out with him” (Rev. 12:9). 
This verse will be fulfilled in the midst of the 
Great Tribulation. 2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 6 show 
that some of Satan’s angels are now bound with 
chains awaiting judgment (1 Corinthians 6:3 teaches 
us that saints will judge the angels). Revelation 


56 


12:9 shows us that Satan now has an unnumbered 
host of angels who have access to heaven, to do 
his biddings. These angels like their master are 
often transformed into angels of light (2 Cor. 11:14). 
Alas! How many sincere, well meaning people, 
including born-again Christians are deceived by them. 
At this point I will state that it is my conviction 
that demons (fallen angels) cannot possess the body 
of born-again Christians, but demon forces certainly 
can deceive and torment Christians in hundreds of 
ways. We will discuss this more in detail in the 
chapter on the Devil’s devices. 


COUNTERFEIT CHRISTIANS 


Even apart from the teaching of the Holy 
Scriptures there is no difficulty in proving that 
there are counterfeit Christians. Unconverted, non- 
professing Christians often point out that many 
professing Christians live in such a way as to 
indicate that they are not the true children of God. 
We usually refer to such people as hypocrites. 
However, we must recognize that even though many 
truly born-again Christians are inconsistent in their 
lives, they are not necessarily counterfeit Christians. 

Spiritually-minded denominational leaders recog- 
nize that a great host of church members are not 
true Christians. D. L. Moody estimated that 90 
percent of the church members of his day were 
unconverted. The parable of the tares and the wheat 
(Matthew 13:24-30) shows that there are counterfeit 
Christians who live side by side with true Christians. 
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The tares look almost like the wheat, and many 
people cannot tell them apart. The Bible exhorts 
professing Christians to “Examine yourselves, whether 
ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye 
not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in 
you, except ye be reprobates (counterfeits)?”’ 
(2 Cor. 13:5). The Apostle Peter gave this exhorta- 
tion “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence 
to make your calling and election sure: for if ye 
do these things, ye shall never fall” (2 Peter 1:10). 
Each of us would do well to take heed to these 
exhortations. 


THE COUNTERFEIT CHURCH 
AND COUNTERFEIT CHURCHES 


If there are counterfeit Christians, it stands to 
reason that there is a counterfeit church and that 
there are counterfeit churches. The Bible makes a 
distinction between the Church and churches. The 
Church is the body of Christ composed of all 
born-again Christians. The true church is pictured 
in the Scriptures as the bride of Christ, “a glorious 
church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such 
thing” (Ephesians 5:27). Christ’s church is holy 
and without blemish. Satan’s church is described 
for us in the 17th chapter of the book of the 
Revelation. “And there came one of the seven 
angels which had the seven vials, and talked with 
me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will show unto 
thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth 
upon many waters; With whom the kings of the 
earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants 
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of the earth have been made drunk with the wine 
of her fornication. So he carried me away in the 
spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman 
sit upon a scarlet colored beast full of names of 
blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. And 
the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet color, 
and decked with gold and precious stones and 
pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of 
abominations and filthiness of her fornication: And 
upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, 
BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF 
HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 
And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of 
the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of 
Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great 
admiration” (Rev. 17:1-6). 

The Ecumenical Movement in its present form 
is Satan’s church. For a detailed discussion of this 
subject read our booklet THE ECUMENICAL MOVE- 
MENT IN THE LIGHT OF THE HOLY 
SCRIPTURES. It can be ordered from the publishers 
for 50 cents a copy. The true unity of the body 
of Christ is spoken of in Ephesians 4:3. The 
Ecumenical Movement seeks to bring about a man- 
made unity that is contrary to the Word of God. 

There are local churches and assemblies of believers 
that are based on the true teaching of the Word 
of God, and there are many groups that call 
themselves churches who teach contrary to the 
Word of God. Churches that deny the inspiration 
of the Scriptures, that deny the virgin birth of 
Christ, that deny the atoning death of Christ, 
and that deny the literal resurrection of Christ are 
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Satan’s counterfeits. All of the cults are Satan’s 
counterfeits. 


COUNTERFEIT KINGDOMS 


The Bible teaches us that the day is coming 
when “The kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he 
shall reign for ever and ever” (Rev. 11:15). This 
kingdom will be set up when the Lord Jesus Christ 
comes back personally, visibly and bodily to rule 
and reign on the earth (Rev. 20:1-6). Solomon 
described the kingdom in this way, “In his days 
shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace 
so long as the moon endureth. He shall have dominion 
also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the 
ends of the earth” (Psa. 72:8). “They that dwell in 
the wilderness shall bow before him; and his enemies 
shall lick the dust. The kings of Tarshish and of 
the isles shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba 
and Seba shall offer gifts. Yea, all kings shall fall 
down before him: all nations shall serve him” 
(Psalms 72:9-11). 

Isaiah described it in this way “And it shall 
come to pass in the last days, that the mountain 
of the LORD’S house shall be established in the 
top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above 
the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And 
many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let 
us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house 
of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his 
ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of 
Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the 
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LORD from Jerusalem. And he shall judge among 
the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and 
their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more” (Isaiah 2:2-4). See also Isaiah 
11:1-12 and 35:1-10. 

Daniel described the kingdom in this way “And 
in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven 
set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: 
and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, 
but it shall break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever” (Daniel 2:44). 

The kingdoms of the Communist, the Socialist, 
the Modernist and the cults are counterfeit kingdoms. 
One of the key themes of the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
is the Theocracy which is a counterfeit kingdom 
of Satan. 

This book is not being published to entertain 
people or merely to enlighten them. Jesus spoke 
of Satan’s kingdom as “the gates of Hell” (Matt. 
16:18). In the closing days of this dispensation 
when there is an increase in demonic activity of 
all kinds, God not only wants His people to be 
on the alert so as not to be ensnared by Satan’s 
wiles, but He is also seeking to recruit a band of 
Christian soldiers who will know how to wield 
the weapons of warfare to the pulling down of 
Satan’s strongholds (2 Cor. 10:4). If you wish to 
learn more about the authority of the believer, 
write to the publishers for our two Prayer Kits. 
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Chapter Four 
SATAN’S STRATEGY 


“That ye may be able to stand against the wiles 
(strategies) of the Devil” (Eph. 6:11). 

The Greek word for “wiles” is ‘“‘methodias,” 
translated as: stratagems (Twentieth Century New 
Testament), cunning (Knox), schemes (New American 
Standard Bible), methods (Philips) and craftiness 
(Nestle). It is interesting to notice that the NEW 
WORLD TRANSLATION OF THE HOLY SCRIP- 
TURES published by the Watchtower Bible and 
Tract Society translates “methodias” as “machina- 
tions,’ which Webster says is an artful design or 
plot. Ephesians 6:11 is the only place in the Bible 
where the word “‘methodias” is found. 

The English word “device or devices” is found 
19 times in the Bible. It is a translation of five 
Hebrew words and two Greek words. The Greek 
word in our text (2 Cor. 2:11) is “noema,” and 
in this instance it is translated “devices.” Four times 
it is translated “mind” (2 Cor. 3:14; 4:4; 11:3; 
Phil. 4:7). It is translated “thought” in 2 Corinthians 
10:5. 

In this chapter on Satan’s strategy, we shall 
study Satan’s great purposes, and in the next chapter 
on the Devil’s devices, we shall study some of the 
means that Satan uses for accomplishing his purposes. 


THE GREAT PURPOSES OF GOD 


Since Satan’s great purpose is to defeat the 
purposes of God, we must clearly understand what 
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they are. It would be the height of folly to talk 
about understanding the purposes of God but for 
two things: (1) Those purposes are revealed to us 
in the Bible, and (2) God has given us the Holy 
Spirit that we may understand the Bible. 

The subject that we are dealing with is so vast 
that we shall be able to do nothing more than to 
treat it in outline form. Since God is love, He 
made man so that He could bestow His love on man, 
and be loved by man. When man fell into sin, it 
was necessary for God to redeem him. Redemption 
was accomplished through the atoning death of 
Christ on the Cross. The salvation that comes to 
us as a result of Christ’s death includes: regeneration, 
forgiveness, justification, sanctification, and glorifica- 
tion. Salvation is a work of God for man, and is 
never a work of man for God. God’s great purpose 
for the individual is not only to save men from 
Hell and to take them to Heaven when they die, 
but also to conform them to the image of Christ 
(Rom. 8:29; Eph. 4:13). God has provided means 
that are to be used by man for his growth in 
grace. 


SATAN’S GREAT PURPOSE 


Satan’s great purpose is to defeat the purposes 
of God in every area: (1) for the individual, (2) for 
the Church, and for (3) the kingdom. Satan’s 
strategy is to bind, to blind, and to deceive men 
so that he can keep them in his kingdom under 
his authority. Satan does not want men to hear 
the Gospel. If they do hear it, he takes away the 
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seed of the Word of God that is sown in their 
minds. All of Satan’s captives are dead in trespasses 
and sins. He does not want them to have spiritual 
life. Satan does not object to men living good 
moral lives. He is pleased when men live this way, 
for it is much more difficult for such to be reached 
with the Gospel. Satan wants all men to believe; 
he wants them to exercise faith, but he seeks to 
see to it that they believe his lies rather than 
believe the truth of God. Because of the depravity 
of the human heart, it is much easier for men to 
believe Satan’s lies than it is to believe the truth 
of God. Do you doubt this statement? Think 
how readily men believe the Satanic lie of evolution. 
Think of how easily the modernists deceive professing 
Christians. Think of how strange it is that people 
will believe the deception put out by the cults 
but will refuse to believe the truth as it is revealed 
in Christ and in the Bible. 

Satan binds men through fear, superstition and 
through false religions (both pagan and pseudo- 
Christian). He blinds men so that they cannot 
understand the Gospel. When sinners are aroused 
by powerful Gospel preaching, or through reading 
Gospel literature, Satan seeks to lull them back 
to sleep (1 John 5:19). When men seek to break 
away from Satan, they are taken captive by him 
at his will (2 Timothy 2:26). Satan gives men a 
fanatical devotion to false religions. Since Satan 
is a murderer, he kills as many as possible who 
are likely to be saved. 

When sinners are converted, their souls are saved, 
but the battle is intensified for their lives. Satan 
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does all that he can to keep the new converts 
from growing in grace. He seeks to keep them 
from staying in fellowship with God. He does not 
want them to abide in Christ. Satan is successful 
in keeping most Christians from knowing and under- 
standing God’s purpose for their lives. He deceives 
them into believing that the main thing in salvation 
is to save men from Hell and to take them to Heaven 
when they die. He keeps them from having an 
understanding of the present tense of salvation 
(Read our booklets CHRIST IS YOUR LIFE and 
ABUNDANT LIFE). Satan does not want Christians 
to know that God’s great purpose is to conform 
them to the image of Christ (Romans 8:29; Eph. 
4:13). He deceives most Christians into thinking 
that they must live the Christian life in their 
own strength. He tells them that they must “try 
real hard,” and that “they must do the best they 
can.” He keeps them from understanding the meaning 
of “the just shall live by faith.” He does not want 
them to know that they are to live the Christian 
life by letting Jesus Christ live His life through 
them. Satan is very successful in getting sound, 
orthodox, pre-millennial Bible teachers to attack 
deeper spiritual-life truths. 

Satan causes Christians to doubt the Word of 
God. He whispers to them as he did to Eve “Hath 
God said?” He keeps them from reading and studying 
the Word. He keeps them from understanding the 
Word. He seeks to keep them from going to the 
house of God where they will hear the Word of 
God. 

Satan hates prayer and does all that he can to 


66 


keep the saints from their knees. If Christians do 
pray, Satan makes them think, “A little talk with 
Jesus, makes it right, all right.” He causes our 
minds to wander when we pray; he causes us to 
fall asleep when we pray; he can make us think of 
a thousand things that we need to do when we 
Start to pray. 

Since witnessing is a vital link in the accomplish- 
ment of God’s purpose, Satan does all that he can 


-to keep Christians from witnessing, and is successful 


in keeping ninety percent of Christians from wit- 
nessing. Most Christians live and die without having 
won a single soul to Christ. 


SATAN AND THE SERVANT OF GOD 


Though the Bible teaches the priesthood of all 
believers, and even though many modern theologians 
think that it is wrong to make a distinction between 
the clergy and the laity, we must recognize that 
Satan makes a special attack on all of the servants 
of God. Any Christian who serves God is a servant 
of God regardless of whether or not he would be 
classified as clergy or laity. It is evident that most 
professing Christians are not servants of God. In 
this section I am writing about that noble band 
of men and women, past and present, who have 
sold out to God, who have without reservation 
placed their lives on the altar of God, who have 
turned their back on all that this world can offer, 
and who have set their faces like a flint to serve 
God at all cost. The casualty rate among such 
is high. These men and women are the principal 
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target of Satan. All of the host of Hell is arrayed 
against them. Satan is not concerned about nominal 
Christians, but he is concerned about preachers, 
young and old, and about missionaries, young and 
old, who are, or who may become, holy men and 
women of God; who are, or who may become 
prophets of God; who are, or who may become, 
true soldiers of Jesus Christ. All of the fury of 
Hell is unleashed against such, and I repeat the 
casualty rate is high. Statistics bear this out con- 
cerning missionary candidates. Observation bears 
this out concerning preachers of the Gospel and 
ministerial students. 

Alfred Lord Tennyson’s poem “The Charge of 
the Light Brigade” well describes the conflict in 
which true soldiers of Christ find themselves. 

HALF A LEAGUE, half a league, 
Half a league onward, 
All in the valley of Death 
Rode the six hundred. 
“Forward, the Light Brigade! 
Charge for the guns,” he said: 
Into the valley of Death 
Rode the six hundred. 
“Forward, the Light Brigade!” 
Was there a man dismay’d? 
Not tho’ the soldier knew 
Someone had blunder’d: 
Theirs not to make reply, 
Theirs not to reason why, 
Theirs but to do and die: 
Into the valley of Death 
Rode the six hundred. 
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Cannon to right of them, 
Cannon to left of them, 
Cannon in front of them 
Volley’d and thunder’d; 
Storm’d at with shot and shell, 
Boldly they rode and well, 
Into the jaws of Death, 
Into the mouth of Hell 
Rode the six hundred. 


Flash’d all their sabers bare, 
Flash’d as they turn’d in air 
Sabring the gunners there, 
Charging an army, while 
All the world wonder’d: 
Plung’d in the battery-smoke 
Right thro’ the line they broke; 
Cossack and Russian 
Reel’d from the saber-stroke 
Shatter’d and sunder’d. 
Then they rode back, but not, 
Not the six hundred. 


Cannon to right of them, 
Cannon to left of them, 
Cannon behind them 

Volley’d and thunder’d; 
Storm’d at with shot and shell, 
While horse and hero fell, 
They that had fought so well 
Came thro’ the jaws of Death, 
Back from the mouth of Hell, 
All that was left of them, 

Left of six hundred. 
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When can their glory fade? 

O the wild charge they made! 
All the world wonderd. 
Honor the charge they made! 
Honor the Light Brigade, 
Noble six hundred! 


Arm-chair theologians and religious hirelings will 
consider this application to be an overstatement of 
truth, but such people have never ridden with the 
LIGHT BRIGADE. They have never been shot 
out of the saddle; they have never been dragged 
with their foot caught in the stirrup; they have 
never been wounded unto death. Every warrior 
of the Cross knows that what I say is true. 

Volumes could be written to verify the above 
statements. What I write is not a condemnation of 
any individual. I write to unmask the Enemy who 
attacks every servant of God. Think of the great 
host of young men and women who surrender for 
full-time Christian service. How many of them ever 
get to Bible School? How many of those who finish 
Bible School are actively engaged in Christian service? 
How many are the ones who make a fine start, 
but who when attacked by the Enemy fall by the 
way side? “Then they rode back, but not, the 
six hundred.” 

I think of a fine young couple who got on fire 
for God. They were thrilled as they studied the 
Word of God. The young man was preaching and 
giving his testimony in many places. They had a 
fervent desire to be in full-time Christian service, 
but a slight misunderstanding caused them to fall 
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by the wayside, and now they do not even attend 
church. 

I think of a preacher, the son of a preacher, who 
was trained in one of the finest theological seminaries 
in the land. He was wonderfully used of God in 
his first pastorate, and he was a tremendous blessing 
in my own life. He became a successful radio 
preacher. Now he is out of the ministry, and is a 
castaway (disapproved for service). 

I think of a preacher who was gloriously saved, 
who was used of God to build a strong Bible- 
preaching church with thousands of members. Now 
he is out of the ministry. 

I think of a friend of mine who was a successful 
pastor, evangelist, and church builder. He has fallen 
by the wayside. 

I think of a missionary who came by my office 
a short time ago. He had worked for a number of 
years with a leading missionary society. When I 
saw him, I could not believe my eyes. He had 
turned into a beatnik. He was broke, and was 
driving an old car that was filled with junk. Some- 
where down the line he had slipped a cog. What 
a high casualty rate there is among missionaries! 

Think of the men who are in the ministry 
but might as well be out of it. There are hundreds 
of men who have been successful evangelists who 
are no longer on the firing line for God. Many 
times we think that a man’s ministry is ruined 
because he has had an affair with some woman, 
and in some cases this is true. But in most cases, 
Satan has hit him in some other vulnerable spot. 
Someone has said, “Take heed lest your area of 
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strength becomes your area of weakness.” Bitterness 
has ruined more men than adultery (Hebrews 12: 15). 

Robert Murray McCheyne said, “If Satan can 
only make a covetous minister a lover of praise, 
of pleasure, of good eating, he has ruined your 
ministry. Give yourself to prayer, and get your 
texts, your thoughts, your words from God.” 

Many preachers fail because they do not learn 
how to pray. Multitudes of ministers are defeated 
by the Devil because they never have learned how 
to put on the whole armor of God. These statements 
are not an indictment of any man. I repeat that 
I am not writing to attack preachers but to unmask 
the Enemy. The marvel is not that so many fall 
by the wayside, but that so many triumph by the 
grace of God. 


SATAN’S STRATEGY AGAINST THE CHURCH 


If we are to understand Satan’s Strategy against 
the Church we must understand what the Church 
is, and we must know God’s purpose for it. 

Our English word “church” is a translation of 
the Greek word “ekklesia” which means a called-out 
assembly. In the Age of Grace God is calling out 
a people for His name (Acts 15:14). Though the 
Church and missions are inseparably bound together, 
we speak of this calling-out process in the “regions 
beyond” as being the Missionary Enterprise. 

The word “church” is used in the Bible to 
describe local congregations of baptized believers, 
such as the churches in Revelation, chapters two 
and three. The true Church is composed of all 
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the Christians of this dispensation, and is described 
by three figures: (1) the body of Christ, (2) the 
bride of Christ, and (3) a holy temple which is 
a habitation of God. Though of necessity local 
churches may be organized, the Church is more 
than an organization. It is a body of which Christ 
is the head, and by whom all of the members 
are sustained. It is a bride composed of Christians 
out of every kindred, tongue and people. It is a 
building of God formed of living stones builded 
together by the Spirit of God. The great work of 
the Church is the evangelization of the lost and 
the edification of the saints. Christian service is 
the exercise of spiritual gifts which are given to 
every believer. 

Though able scholars have written volumes on 
the Church and its ministry, I have attempted to 
condense the truth about the Church and its ministry 
into two brief paragraphs. 

Satan, the master deceiver and the antagonist 
of God, has been very successful in deceiving even 
born-again Christians about the Church and its 
ministry. He has caused many to believe that the 
Church is a “world betterment society,” and that 
as such its chief function is to make this world 
“a fit place in which to live.” “Social action,” 
a favorite term of liberals, has now become the 
slogan of many evangelicals. Extreme pressure is 
brought to bear on all of the servants of God, and 
thay are made to feel that if they are not actively 
engaged in “social action” they have no right to 
call themselves Christians. Such thinking is from the 
Enemy. Social action is a by-product of the Gospel, 
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but it is not the essence of Christianity. Men of 
God are needed in this hour who will have the 
courage to stand against this onslaught of Satan. 

One of Satan’s triumphs is to confuse the Church 
with the Kingdom of God. Many godly men, who 
are able scholars, have fallen into the trap of 
confusing the church with the Kingdom, because they 
have failed to rightly divide the word of truth 
(2 Tim. 2:15). These a-millennial scholars teach 
that 1 Corinthians 10:32 is the only verse in the 
Bible that makes a distinction between the Jew, 
the Gentile, and the Church of God. In such thinking 
they have been blinded by Satan. It is impossible 
to understand the prophetic Scriptures rightly with- 
out using the dispensational key. Irreparable damage 
is done to the cause of Christ when these good 
brethren teach that God is through with Israel as 
a nation, and that all of the promises that God 
gave to Israel are to be fulfilled in the Church. 

To clarify our thinking on this point let me give 
two illustrations. (1) In the last 46 years I have 
watched Lubbock, Texas, grow from a small town 
with 20,000 people to a city with a population of 
170,000. We have seen many changes during those 
years. We have seen many old buildings pulled 
down in order that they might be replaced with 
new buildings. Suppose an old hotel, a relic from 
pioneer days, is to be torn down to make room 
for a modern skyscraper, would it not be the height 
of folly to paint and repair the old building before 
it was torn down? Modern civilization is under the 
judgment of Almighty God. It is being torn down. 
It will soon be like the chaff of the summer 
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threshing floor (Dan. 2:35). We are not to repair 
the old structure, but we are to prepare the way 
for the New—the kingdom that will be ushered in 
with the Second Coming of Christ. My dear friend, 
you will find that the Bible is very clear on this 
point if you will take the trouble to study it with 
an open mind. (2) My second illustration can be 
stated in two sentences. When a ship is sinking, 
it is not the proper time to polish the brass and 
scrub the decks, but it is time to man the lifeboats. 
Civilization is a sinking ship, and we are to snatch 
men as brands from the burning (Jude 23). 

Dr. Henry C. Thiessen gave this illustration, 
“When I walk along the street and see a banana 
peeling on the sidewalk, I will kick it off into the 
gutter. But, I will not dedicate my life to a campaign 
of cleaning up the world from banana peelings.” 
At the present time the only way to change society 
is to change (by regeneration-not by education) 
the individuals that make up society. 


OFFENSIVE VERSUS DEFENSIVE WARFARE 


Satan is a master at twisting the Scriptures to 
make them mean something that will suit his purpose. 
Matthew 16:18 is a verse that is familiar to most 
Christians. “And I say also unto thee, That thou 
art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 
The first lie that Satan propagated from this verse 
is that the Church is built on Peter! But a great 
host of Bible-believing Christians have been so busy 
proving that the Church was built on Christ and 
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not on Peter that they have failed to see that the 
Church is to attack the gates of Hell. It is true 
that the Church will stand in spite of all Satanic 
attacks, but that is not what this verse is teaching. 
The Church of Jesus Christ is to storm the gates 
of Hell. “The weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strongholds” (2 Cor. 10:4). Satan has 
made Christians believe that they are not to fight, 
whereas the Christian life is a battle from start 
to finish. It is true that Christians are not to fight 
among themselves, and it is a trick of Satan when 
they do so. But, if we are not to fight, why does 
the Bible command us to put on the whole armor 
of God (Eph. 6:11)? If we are not to fight why 
are we called soldiers of Jesus Christ (2 Tim. 2:3)? 
Satan has deceived us into thinking that Christians 
must be characterless, spineless zombies (a willess, 
speechless being) with an insipid smile. Saints in 
days gone by were made of sterner stuff than this. 
Isaac Watts wrote: 
“Am la soldier of the cross, A follower of the 
Lamb, 
And shall I fear to own His cause, Or blush 
to speak His name? 
Must I be carried to the skies, On flowery 
beds of ease, 
While others fought to win the prize, And 
sailed thro’ bloody seas? 
Are there no foes for me to face? Must I not 
stem the flood? 
Is this vile world a friend to grace, To help 
me on to God? 
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Sure I must fight if I would reign; Increase 
my courage, Lord! 

Pll bear the toil, endure the pain, Supported 
by Thy word. Amen. 


FALSE DOCTRINE 


Satan’s strategy is to keep men, both lost and 
saved, from understanding the great truths of God’s 
word. He deceives men into believing that they 
must be saved by their works. He keeps them from 
understanding the meaning of justification by faith 
and of living by faith. Satan hates the Cross of 
Christ, for it is there that he was defeated (Heb. 
2:14). Satan despises the blood of Jesus, for it is 
through the blood that he is overcome (Rev. 12:11). 


DEMONS 


This book does not purport to deal extensively 
with demons or demonism. We have seen in chapter 
two that demons are one of the great forces utilized 
by Satan. The writer is convinced that there is 
far greater demonic activity even in so-called Christian 
countries than most people realize. 


THE LIE 


Jesus told the religious leaders of His day, “Ye 
are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your 
father ye will do. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there 
is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he 
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speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father 
of it” (John 8:44). 

Since Jesus said that Satan was a liar, we must 
believe that he is. Satan told his first big lie to 
Eve in the garden of Eden. God had told Adam 
not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil which was in the midst of the garden of 
Eden, for if they did, they would die (Gen. 2:17). 
The Devil said, “Ye shall not surely die: for God 
doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods 
(Elohim—the same word that is used of God in 
Genesis 1:1), knowing good and evil” (Gen. 3:4, 5). 
Stated in simple language Satan’s lie was this: 
You do not need God. You are sufficient in your 
own selves. Do not be dependent on God. Be 
independent! 

Adam and Eve chose of their own will to believe 
the Devil’s lie rather than to believe the truth of 
God, and in doing this they fell from the high 
and lofty place in which God had placed them, 
and when they fell the race fell with them. All 
of their posterity have been born with a fallen 
sin nature. Instead of lifting man up, this sin 
nature pulls man down. 


THE THEORY OF EVOLUTION 


The theory of evolution is a corollary of Satan’s 
first lie. This theory teaches that there is an inherent 
force in nature that causes all living things to 
progress upward. This theory teaches that man’s 
ancestors began with some lower form of life, and 
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that he has through countless aeons gradually 
devolved downward instead of evolving upward. 
This truth is very clear in the first chapter of 
Romans. The Apostle Paul states, “Because that, 
when they knew God, they glorified him not as 
God, neither were thankful; but became vain in 
their imaginations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they 
became fools, And changed the glory of the un- 
corruptible God into an image made like to 
corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed 
beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God also 
gave them up to uncleanness, through the lusts of 
their own hearts, to dishonor their own bodies 
between themselves: Who changed the truth of 
God into a lie, and worshipped and served the 
creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for 
ever” (Romans 1:21-25). 

The Bible teaches that man is born dead in 
trespasses and in sins, and that he is by nature 
a child of wrath (Eph. 2:1-3). The Bible teaches 
that since man is a fallen creature, he needs a 
Redeemer. It was for this reason that God in 
infinite love and wisdom sent His Son to be the 
Redeemer of all mankind. 

The teaching of the Bible cuts directly across 
the grain of the theory of evolution. There is 
absolutely no place in the theory of evolution for 
the fall of man, for the sin nature of man, for 
the need of redemption of man. There is absolutely 
no place in the theory of evolution for a demonstra- 
tion of the grace of God, or for a manifestation 
of the love of God. In the theory of evolution there 
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is absolutely no place for the cross of Christ, for 
the resurrection of Christ, for the indwelling presence 
of Christ. Satan hates all of these things with a 
passion, and that is why he invented the theory 
of evolution. He does not want men to believe 
what the Bible teaches about these doctrines. He 
wants men to think that they are sufficient in 
themselves, and that they do not need God. 

The promotion of the theory of evolution has 
been one of Satan’s major achievements. He has 
been successful in deceiving almost all the academic 
and scientific world into believing the theory of 
evolution and in working toward proving it or 
explaining it. Too many textbooks in our schools 
from the lower grades right through the university 
teach evolution as a fact and not as a theory. 
Any teacher who does not accept the theory of 
evolution is looked upon with disdain, and for this 
reason hundreds of university professors who do not 
believe in the theory of evolution hesitate to let 
it be known. 

It is amazing the way the Devil has deceived the 
academic and scientific world with the theory of 
evolution. It is easy for men to believe in the theory 
of evolution because of the depravity of their own 
hearts. Man does not wish to take a place of 
dependence on God. When men reject the revelation 
of God concerning the creation of man as it is 
recorded in the first chapter of Genesis, he is left 
with the problem of accounting for the existence 
of things as they are, and he therefore accepts the 
theory. of evolution as the best possible explanation 
of things. 
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An abundance of circumstantial evidence makes 
the theory of evolution seem plausible, but there 
is not a single shred of solid scientific evidence 
to substantiate the theory. Since courts of our 
land refuse to convict a man on circumstantial 
evidence, I do not believe that there is a scientist 
alive who would be willing to be convicted of 
murder with the same kind of evidence that he 
uses to establish the theory of evolution. When any 
man turns his back on God and on the revelation 
given by God, he is on dangerous grounds. The 
Bible says of such, “Professing themselves to be 
wise, they become fools (morons)” (Romans 1:22). 

Satan’s strategy is to build and maintain his 
kingdom, and to defeat the great purposes of God 
in redemption. He has a counterfeit for everything 
that God has that is genuine. The Bible says that 
he deceives the whole world (Rev. 12:9). He deceives 
many through pagan religions; he deceives many 
through cults; he deceives many in the academic 
and scientific world through the theory of evolution. 
The Bible says that if it were possible his servants 
would deceive the very elect. Christians who are 
born of the Spirit of God, who are indwelt by the 
Spirit of God, who are taught by the Spirit of 
God, and who are rooted and grounded in the Word 
of God, and who are continually dependent on 
it cannot be deceived by the Devil. Be sure that 
you are such. 
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Chapter Five 
THE DEVIL’S DEVICES 


“We are not ignorant of his devices” (2 Cor. 
2: 

Every mature Christian could write his own 
chapter on the Devil’s devices. Though Satan’s tricks 
are as old as the garden of Eden, he does not use 
the same schemes on every person. He knows our 
every weakness; he understands our temperament, 
and he knows that what will work on one person 
will not work on another. When we are ignorant 
of his devices, he has an advantage (superiority 
of state or position) over us, and he delights in 
tormenting us. 


SATAN’S STRATEGY AND DEVICES 
WITH THE UNBELIEVER 


When we understand what the Bible teaches 
about Satan and his power, the words “Behold 
how many thousands still are lying, bound in the 
darksome prison house of sin,” take on new meaning. 
The Bible tells us that Satan “opened not the 
house of his prisoners” (Isaiah 14:17). All of the 
unconverted people in the world are Satan’s prisoners, 
and he intends to keep them that way. He keeps 
them bound with the chains of sin. He keeps 
them bound through false religions. He keeps them 
bound through fear and superstition. Millions of 
people in pagan lands live in constant fear of 
evil spirits. Millions of people in civilized lands 
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spend all of their lifetime in bondage through the 
fear of death (Hebrews 2:15). When Jesus died 
on the cross He destroyed (brought to nought- 
American Standard Version; rendered powerless- 
Twentieth Century New Testament; paralyzed- 
Rotherham) him that had the power of death, 
that is, the Devil” (Hebrews 2:14). Christian 
witnesses are to say to Satan’s prisoners, “Go 
forth,’ and we are to say to them that are in 
darkness, “Show yourselves” (Isaiah 49:9), for the 
LORD looseth the prisoners of Satan (Psalms 146:7). 

The Holy Spirit anoints Christians to proclaim 
liberty to (Satan’s) captives, and the opening of 
the prison to them that are bound (Isaiah 61:1). 
These words are not referring to people who are 
in jails or in penitentiaries, but they refer to all 
the unconverted people in the world who are 
prisoners of Satan. In some instances, Satan binds 
with physical infirmities (Luke 13:16). 

Satan tempts men to sin. He stirs up and 
aggravates their lusts and passions. The flesh is the 
territory within man’s soul that man yielded to 
Satan when man fell into sin. Satan seeks to take 
normal appetites and desires, which are not evil 
within themselves, and seeks to cause us to satisfy 
these appetites in an abnormal way. Satan detracts 
the sinner through the love of money and the 
love of pleasure. 


SATAN BLINDS MEN’S MINDS 


“But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them 
that are lost: In whom the god of this world hath 
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blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest 
the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is 
the image of God, should shine unto them” (2 Cor. 
4:3, 4). If the unconverted are to understand the 
Gospel, they must be enlightened by the Spirit 
of God, and they must be convicted of their sins 
by the Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit works in 
answer to believing prayer. Many times when we 
witness to the lost they say, “I just can’t see it.” 
They cannot see because they have been blinded 
by Satan. Many times, when I have dealt with 
people in the cults, I have been amazed at the 
readiness with which they believe the most fantastic 
doctrines propagated by false teachers, and by their 
refusal to believe the most elementary truths of 
the Gospel. 

Men are saved by hearing and believing the 
Gospel (Romans 1:16; 1 Cor. 15:2). For this reason 
Satan seeks to keep men from hearing the Gospel, 
and, when they do hear, he takes away the seed 
that is sown (Matt. 13:19). Satan is a seed picker! 


PROCRASTINATION 


When the unconverted are convinced of the 
truth of the Gospel, when they realize that they 
want to be saved, Satan tells them to wait, to 
put off making the decision of coming to Christ. 
Some evangelists make the statement that more 
people will be in Hell because of procrastination 
than for any other reason. This statement is no 
doubt true in countries where people hear the 
Gospel again and again, but it is not true for the 
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people in the world who have never once heard 
the Gospel. 


SATAN’S TACTICS WITH THE SAINTS 


Born-again Christians are the primary target of 
Satan. The devices listed below are in addition 
to the strategies that were listed in chapter four. 

1. In 2 Timothy 2:26 we read, “And that they 
may recover themselves out of the snare of the 
devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.” 
Since sinners are already Satan’s captives, the verse 
must refer to Satan’s power to ensnare Christians. 
Christians cannot be trapped by Satan when they 
are walking in fellowship with God (1 John 1:7-9), 
and when they are covered by the precious blood 
of Christ (Rev. 12:11). Christians are ensnared by 
Satan when they get mixed up with cults. They 
are ensnared by Satan when they fall into sin of 
any kind. They are ensnared by him when he gets 
them to undertake some so-called Christian service 
in the energy of the flesh. 

2. We have seen that Satan blinds the minds of 
unbelievers (2 Cor. 4:3, 4). The Bible speaks of 
men of corrupt minds (2 Tim. 3:8), of reprobate 
minds (Romans 1:28). Satan seeks to succeed, and 
in most cases does, in stopping the process of the 
renewing of the mind. Many times, when a person 
is saved, his mind is filled with worldly thoughts, 
with the desire for pleasure, with the desire to 
make money, with the desire for approbation, with 
a carnal lusting for knowledge. The carnal man 
knows nothing of doing all for the glory of God 
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(1 Cor. 10:31). When a man becomes a Christian, 
all of the old thoughts must be replaced with new 
ones. This is why God seeks to get us into the 
Word, why He wants us to spend time in prayer 
so that the Spirit of God can speak to our heart. 
Satan seeks to hinder all of this. 

3. Every Christian knows that worry is one of 
Satan’s favorite tools, and every Christian is to a 
greater or lesser degree guilty of this sin. 

Some Christians are as much enslaved by the 
sin of worry as is the worst drunkard enslaved by 
alcohol. When Christians are worrying, they are 
not trusting, and, when they are not trusting, they 
are not living by faith. Living by faith, is surely 
the only way to live the Christian life. So if Satan 
can keep Christians worrying, he has rendered them 
inoperative. They will be saved, yet so as by fire 
(1 Cor. 3:15). 

4. Another very common way in which Satan 
attacks Christians and servants of God is through 
mental depression and through discouragement. Some 
one has said that when Satan has tried to defeat 
us with all other devices and has failed, he tries 
discouragement. Some people have a bright outlook 
on life. Others are gloomy by nature. Satan knows 
how to magnify our weaknesses in order to destroy 
our effectiveness. Every Christian knows what it 
is to have the “mullygrubs,” and it is all right 
to have them, but be sure that they are like the 
three-day measles and that you get over them in 
three days! Some Christians are depressed for weeks, 
months, years at a time. Some Christians take 
shock treatments in an effort to get rid of depression. 
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Some Christians are put in mental institutions, and 
some die in mental institutions because of Satanic 
oppression. Many Christians have taken their own 
life because of Satanic oppression. Though these are 
hard facts to face, they are none the less true. 

There are several things that we must do if we 
are to overcome depression and discouragement. 
(1) We must have the assurance of our salvation. 
(2) We must stay in fellowship with God. (3) We 
must not give place to the Devil, for if we give 
place he will take it. (4) We must be in the center 
of God’s will and (5) we must keep our eyes on 
Christ. 

We all remember the story of Peter walking on 
water to go to Jesus. The disciples were rowing and 
toiling, for the waves were contrary to them. When 
the disciples saw Jesus walking on the water, He 
made as though He would pass by them. Someone 
said, “It is the Lord.” Peter said, “Lord, if that 
is you, bid me come unto you.” Jesus said just 
one word, “Come.” Peter got out of the boat and 
walked on the water toward Jesus. He did just 
fine as long as he kept his eyes on Jesus, but when 
he saw the waves, and when he heard the wind 
howling, he got his eyes off of the Lord, and he 
went down. Then he cried, “Lord, save me.” Then 
Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him out of 
the water. 

We are just like Peter. We will go down every 
time we get our eyes off the Lord. If we start 
looking at the problems that beset us, if we look 
at the difficulties that surround us, if we look at 
the world conditions, if we look at the backsliding 
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state of other Christians, if we look at hypocritical 
church leaders, if we look at what others are 
doing, if we look at the meager success that we 
are having, if we look at the stupendous ministry 
of others, we will go down évery time. Satan 
wants us to get our eyes off the Lord. 

5. Satan fell because he was not satisfied to 
be the anointed cherub over the throne of God. 
He wanted to be like the Most-high God. Satan 
seeks to keep us from being satisfied with Jesus. 
Many a pastor has been a failure because he has not 
been content to stay in the place where God 
put him. He has to be on the move all of the time. 
He is ever looking for greener pastures. Some 
Christian students are never satisfied with the school 
that they attend. Many fine Christians are never 
satisfied with the nice home that they have, they 
are not satisfied with their car. Women are not 
satisfied with their clothes. 

A central theological proposition is that every 
coin has two sides. You can think that one through. 
The other side of the coin of dissatisfaction is 
complacency. 

6. Satan never seems to bother many Christians 
because he has them asleep in his arms (1 John 5:19). 
There is a difference in contentment and in com- 
placency. While the Bible teaches that we are to 
be content with such things as we have (Hebrews 
13:5), this teaching does not mean that we are 
to be indolent. We are not to be at ease in Zion. 
Paul strove to preach the Gospel where Christ 
was not named. He labored, striving according to 
the working which worked in him mightily (Col. 
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1:29). He had a passion to please Christ (2 Tim. 2:4). 
If we are to win the race, and if we are to win the 
prize (not salvation), we must be instant in season 
and out of season (2 Tim. 4:2). The Berkeley 
translation says we “must be at it when it is and 
when it is not convenient.” Satan keeps us from 
praying because we are tired. He keeps us from 
the house of God because we have a slight cold. 
He keeps us from reading our Bible by getting us 
engrossed in an exciting TV program. He keeps us 
from witnessing through the fear of others. 

7. Satan is an expert in getting us to major 
in minors and to minor on majors. He delights 
in getting us to strain at gnats and to swallow 
camels (Matt. 23:24). Many a man has imagined 
that he is a great hero of the faith when he starts 
a church row over some insignificant Bible doctrine. 
Satan encourages us to stand up for our rights. 
He wants us to be sure that we get all of the 
credit that is coming to us. 

8. Satan knows how to get us off on tangents. 
He likes to get preachers on hobby horses. He 
tries to keep us from selling out to God, from 
going far enough, but when we do start moving 
for God, he pushes us to fanatical and unscriptural 
extremes. The doctrine of separation furnishes a 
good example of this. The great host of professing 
Christians do not go far enough in consecration 
and separation. It takes some Christians 20 or 30 
years to take their stand for God. Some never 
do. But many of these people who finally obey 
God in the matter of separation, immediately begin 
to beat every one else over the head who do not 
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see eye to eye with them on every minor point. 

Satan causes most Christians to underestimate 
the importance of sound Bible doctrine; he pushes 
others to fanatical extremes of believing that Bible 
doctrine is the one central thing. 

Satan keeps most people from studying prophecy, 
but, when they do get started, they neglect every 
other great truth in the word of God. It is natural 
for the pendulum to swing from one side to the 
other, but something is wrong when it gets stuck 
on one side! 

Most Christians do not understand the Biblical 
revelation concerning the Church, but time and 
time again when different groups begin to under- 
stand that the Church is the body of Christ, a 
living organism, Satan deceives them into believing 
that they are it, and so in their effort to bring 
about unity in the body of Christ, they form another 
schism within the body. These are just some of 
the examples of how Satan works in the area of 
Biblical truth. 

9. Satan is the accuser of the brethren (Rev. 
12:10). He causes them to accuse one another, and 
he causes them to bring false accusations against 
themselves. Bible-based, Spirit-taught wisdom is 
needed in this area. On the one hand we are not 
to be false accusers of every servant of Christ 
who does not pronounce “Shibboleth” (Judges 12:6) 
in exactly the same way that we do, but on the 
other hand we need fearless prophets of God who 
are not afraid to rebuke sin in high place or in low. 
In times of apostasy Christians need to stand against 
something as well as stand for something. Read 
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the first chapter of Jeremiah, and read the minor 
prophets. Satan knows how to push us to extremes 
one way or the other. 

10. On the one hand, Satan keeps people from 
understanding and from believing in salvation by 
grace; on the other hand, he causes them to turn 
the grace of God into an excuse for lasciviousness 
(Jude 4). Satan makes some people think that 
they must live under the law; he makes others 
think that they can live like they want to because 
they are Christians. 

11. Satan attacks in times of physical weakness. 
He becomes vicious when we attack him. 

12. He puffs up with pride. He has whispered 
to many a preacher, “Man, you are really preaching 
now!” He whispers to students of the Word, “You 
really know the Book!” When we do a little 
praying, he says, “You are a great prayer warrior!” 
When we witness, he says, “You really know how 
to handle this case. You certainly know how to 
quote Scripture!” 

13. Satan sells some Christians on the phony 
idea that they must be perfect before they can 
witness. He makes other Christians believe that 
they are to witness only by their life. He makes others 
think that they should not attempt to witness to 
anyone unless they have spent several weeks, months 
or years in winning that person’s confidence. If 
a Christian lives a consistent Christian life, he can 
witness to a person the first time that he meets 
him. 

14. Since Satan does not give any warning before 
he attacks, he is lower than a rattlesnake. Just when 
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you think that you are getting along wonderfully 
well, all of the hosts of Hell will be unleashed against 
you. Do not let this frighten you. In the next 
chapter we will study how to overcome Satan. 

Though this list is by no means complete, it 
gives us a good idea of how Satan operates, and 
when we are not ignorant of his devices he cannot 
gain an advantage over us. 
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Chapter Six 
REIGNING NOW WITH CHRIST 


“Shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ” (Romans 
3717), 

The Bible teaches that all Christians will reign 
with Christ throughout the countless ages of eternity 
(Rev. 22:5). It teaches that they will reign with 
Christ on the earth for a thousand years (Rev. 5:10; 
20:4). Romans 5:17 states that those who receive 
the gift of righteousness “shall reign in (this) life 
by one, Jesus Christ.” When we think of reigning 
with Christ in this life, we usually think of having 
victory over sin and temptation, but there is much 
more to reigning than this. A person who reigns 
is in the position of authority, and because of his 
position, he is able to exercise authority. It is this 
aspect of reigning with Christ that we are to 
consider in this message. 

Webster’s dictionary defines authority as: “1. 
Legal or rightful power; a right to command or 
to act; jurisdiction. 2. A person, board, having 
power in a particular field; as, the Port Authority. 
3. Government; those exercising power or command. 
4. One claimed or appealed to, in support of 
opinions, actions, measures, etc. 5. Power due to 
opinion or esteem; influence of character, station, 
mental or moral superiority, or the like.” 

The sovereign God, who is eternal, has all power, 
authority, and dominion in the universe. Whatever 
is done must be done in accordance with His directive 
or permissive will. The Lord Jesus Christ is one 
with the Father, and all that He does is in perfect 
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harmony with the Father. He, therefore, has and 
exercises the same authority as does the Father 
(Matt. 28:18). Jesus has authority to forgive sins 
(Matt. 9:6), to cast out demons (Matt. 10:1), to 
heal sickness (Mark 3:15), to command the wind 
and the waves (Matt. 8:26), and to raise the dead 
(Matt. 9:25; Luke 7:14; John 11:43, 44). 

When God made Adam, He gave him dominion 
(authority) over every living thing on the earth 
(Gen. 1:28). When man fell into sin, he surrendered 
the dominion (authority) that God had given to 
him to Satan. When Satan tempted Jesus, he offered 
to give Jesus the dominion over the world that 
man had forfeited in the garden of Eden. We know 
that this was a bona-fide offer on the part of Satan 
because if it had not been, it would not have been 
a temptation for Jesus. During the Great Tribulation 
Satan will give the authority that he offered to 
Jesus to the Antichrist (Rev. 13:2, 4, 5). 


SOME EXAMPLES OF AUTHORITY 


When Jesus did not answer Pilate, Pilate said 
to Him, “Speakest thou not to me? Knowest thou 
not that I have power (authority) to crucify thee, 
and have power (authority) to release thee?” Jesus 
answered, “Thou couldest have no power (authority) 
at all against me, except it were given thee from 
above.” 

The Apostle Paul told King Agrippa that he 
went to the city of Damascus with authority and 
a commission from the chief priests (Acts 26:12). 

The President of the United States has the 
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authority to make decisions affecting the entire 
nation. A judge in our courts has the authority 
to condemn or to set free a prisoner charged with 
a crime. An army officer has the authority to com- 
mand the men who are under him. A police officer 
has the authority to direct traffic. A tax official 
has the authority to collect taxes. 


THE AUTHORITY OF THE BELIEVER 


Because of his relationship to Christ, and because 
of his position in Christ, the believer is to exercise 
the authority that God has given to him. When 
the believer fails to exercise his God-given authority, 
the kingdom of God suffers. Suppose that in the 
time of a great crisis the governor of a state, for 
some reason or another, failed to exercise the 
authority vested in him, havoc would result. 

God’s great purpose in the age of grace is the 
formation of the Church. The Church is being formed 
by those who respond to the claims of Christ 
through the preaching of the Gospel. However, all 
who are to be saved through the Gospel are now 
in the bondage of Satan, and they must be delivered 
from Satan’s bondage through victorious praying. 

The battle for the souls of men is not defensive 
but offensive. “The weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strongholds” (2 Cor. 10:4). If Satan’s 
strongholds are to be pulled down, Christian soldiers 
must learn to use the spiritual weapons that God 
has provided. The United States of America is 
being humiliated by the Communists in Vietnam 
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because the American forces, through the. stupidity 
of political leaders, are trying to fight a defensive 
war. One of the reasons why the Church of the 
Lord Jesus Christ is losing the battle for the souls 
of men is that she has thought that she must 
defend herself against the gates of Hell when she 
should be storming the gates of Hell. 


TWO TECHNICAL DETAILS 


A right understanding of two technical details 
will help us to have a right understanding of what 
the Bibie teaches about the exercise of authority. 
First, we need to understand the difference between 
“power” and “authority.” In the New Testament 
of the King James Version of the Bible our English 
word “power is a translation of four Greek words: 
dunamis (77 times), exousia (69 times), kratos (6 
times), and ischus (two times). It is easy to see 
that the word “‘dunamis” is the Greek word from 
which we get our English word “dynamite.” It 
is found in such verses as Luke 4:14; 24:49; Acts 1:8; 
Romans 1:16; Ephesians 1:19; and in Revelation 
19:1). The second Greek word “‘exousia” is translated 
“power” 69 times in the King James Version, and 
is translated “authority” 29 times. In the New 
American Standard Bible “exousia” is translated 
as “authority” in all but 19 instances. In seven 
instances in the New Scofield Reference Bible 
“exousia” is translated “authority” where it is 
translated “power” in the King James Version. 
Power and authority are used together in several 
verses of the Bible (Luke 4:36, 9:1, 20:20). 
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The following example makes clear the distinction 
between authority and power. In some of the cities 
of the world, where modern traffic lights have not 
been installed, policemen direct the traffic. These 
men have been authorized by governmental officials 
to do this work. When the policeman raises his 
hand, all of the cars and trucks traveling—let us 
say north and south—come to a halt. When the 
policeman motions for the cars and trucks traveling 
east and west to move forward, they obey him. 
In alternating this procedure, he controls the flow 
of traffic. He does not have the power, that is, 
physical power, either to stop the traffic that is 
moving in one direction, nor does he have the 
physical power to start the other cars moving in 
the other direction, but by a motion of his hand, 
and because of his authority to do so, he moves 
the traffic. This man has authority, but he does 
not have power. A diesel engine has power, but it 
does not authority. 

The second distinction that we need to recognize 
is the difference between speaking with authority, 
and speaking the word of authority. Some will 
readily jump at the conclusion that this is an 
instance of straining at gnats. Such is not the case. 
Those who heard Jesus speak “‘were astonished at 
his doctrine: for he taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the scribes” (Matt. 7:28, 29). 
Jesus spoke with authority, we speak the “word 
of authority” when we “say unto this mountain, 
Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea” 
(Mark 11:23). There are hundreds of godly preachers 
who preach with power and with authority, but 
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who know nothing of speaking the word of authority. 


WHO CAN EXERCISE AUTHORITY? 


Though the right to exercise authority is the 
responsibility of every believer, very few believers 
have an understanding of this vital matter. Satan 
has seen to it that the truth of authority has not 
been preached and taught even in fundamental 
circles. Three things are necessary if we are to 
exercise authority: (1) We must know what the 
Bible teaches about authority; (2) we must be 
under authority; (3) we must be in the place of 
authority. In the opening paragraphs of this message 
we have given a summary of what the Bible teaches 
about authority. We, therefore, come to the second 
point. 


UNDER AUTHORITY 


In Matthew 8:5-9 and in Luke 7:1-8 we read 
the story of the Roman centurion who came to 
Jesus asking that his servant might be healed of 
palsy. He told Jesus “I am not worthy that thou 
shouldest enter under my roof: wherefore neither 
thought I myself worthy to come unto thee: but 
say in a word, and my servant shall be healed. 
For I also am a man set under authority, having 
under me soldiers, and I say unto one, Go, and 
he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; 
and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.” 

Why is it that one human being can speak to 
another human being and cause him to obey the 
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word that is spoken? Are not all men created 
equal? What right does one man have to tell 
another man what to do? The first man has the 
right to command the second man because the 
first man has placed himself under some higher 
authority, who in turn has given him the authority 
to command others. The centurion could command 
his soldiers and his servants, and they would obey 
him because he was under the authority of higher 
officials. The centurion recognized that Jesus could 
heal his servant because he knew that Jesus had 
the authority to do this. We see this same principle 
at work in schools, in factories, in offices and, 
of course, in the military establishment. 


THE LORDSHIP OF CHRIST 


The authority of the believer is the same thing, 
stated in different language, as the Lordship of 
Christ (Acts 10:36). Since Jesus Christ is Lord, 
He has the right to be the Lord in every area of 
our lives. Some one has said, “If He is not Lord 
of all, He is not Lord at all.” Jesus said, “Why 
call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which 
I say?” (Luke 6:46). Exercising authority is the 
same thing as being filled with or controlled by 
the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus may be our Savior, and we will go to 
heaven when we die, but if He is not our Lord, we 
will never know His power. If He is not our Lord, 
we will never experience His life. If we are not 
under His command and authority, we will not 
be able to exercise the authority that He has vested 
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in us. 
IN THE PLACE OF AUTHORITY 


The believer will never be able to exercise his 
authority as a believer until he learns to take his 
place with Christ at the Father’s right hand. If 
he is to reign with Christ, he must recognize that 
he is seated in the heavenlies with Christ. All of 
this will be just so much theory to him, or will 
be merely cold Bible doctrine, unless he knows 
what it is to take his place with Christ in His 
death, in His burial, in His resurrection, and then 
he can take his place with Christ in His ascension 
.at the Father’s right hand. 


THE EXERCISE OF AUTHORITY 


A public official may have authority to act; 
he may be in the position to act, but unless he 
exercises the authority that he has, his authority 
is worthless. In the same way the believer must 
exercise authority over Satan and the hosts of Hell. 
The writer of the leaflet HOW I LEARNED TO 
PRAY FOR THE LOST states, “To pray in the 
name of the Lord Jesus is to ask for or to claim 
the things which the blood of Christ has secured. 
Therefore each individual for whom prayer is made 
should be claimed by name, as God’s purchased 
possession, in the name of the Lord Jesus on the 
ground of His shed blood. 

We should claim the tearing down of all of 
the works of Satan, such as false doctrine, unbelief, 
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Communistic teaching and hatred which the enemy 
may have built up in their thinking, and that their 
very thoughts shall be brought into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ. 

In the authority of the name of the Lord 
Jesus claim their deliverance from the power and 
persuasion of the evil one and from the love of the 
world and the lusts of the flesh. We should pray 
also for the quickening of their conscience, and 
that God might grant them repentance and hearing 
ears and believing hearts as they hear or read 
the Word of God. Pray that God’s will and purposes 
be accomplished in and through them. 

Intercession must be persistent, not to persuade 
God, for redemption is of God, but because of 
the enemy. Our prayer and resistance are against 
the enemy, the awful powers and rulers of darkness. 
It is our duty before God to fight for the souls 
for whom Christ died. Just as some must preach 
to them the good news of their redemption, just 
so others must fight back the powers of darkness 
on their behalf. 

Satan yields only what and when he must, 
and he renews his attacks in subtle ways; therefore, 
prayer must be definite and must be persisted in, 
even long after definite results are seen. And we 
must hold what is taken for God against the enemy 
until such time as that soul is firmly established in 
the faith.” Printed by permission of the “Alliance 
Witness.” If you do not have a copy of HOW I 
LEARNED TO PRAY FOR THE LOST, write to 
us for a copy. 
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SPHERES IN WHICH AUTHORITY 
IS TO BE EXERCISED 


(1) Demons—Many who write on the subject 
of authority limit the application of the exercise 
of authority to the casting out of demons. The 
casting out of demons is a very vital subject for 
our brethren in other lands, but most of us in 
the United States read about such with passing 
interest. More than likely we have never seen a 
demon-possessed person, or if we have seen such 
a person, we did not know that he was demon- 
possessed. 

(2) Self—Some Christians are never bothered by 
Satan, and the reason that they are not bothered 
is that he has them lulled to sleep in his arms 
(1 John 5:19). However, when any Christian begins 
to move forward in the service of the Lord, when 
he begins to do exploits for God (Dan. 11:32), 
he will know what it is to be attacked by Satan. 
The born-again believer who is in fellowship with 
God (1 John 1:9) has authority from God to do 
two things: (1) He is to plead the blood of Christ 
over his own heart and home (Rev. 12:11); and 
(2) in Jesus’ Name he is to resist and rebuke 
Satan, and is to command Satan to depart from 
him, even as Jesus did (Matt. 4:10). 

(3) Other Christians—Any mature believer with 
any measure of spiritual discernment can readily 
recognize the attacks of the enemy on other believers. 
The believer who is exercising authority must com- 
mand Satan to depart from the one that he is 
oppressing and tormenting. 


ie 
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(4) Public Officials-The Bible teaches us that 
we are to pray for all who are in authority 
(1 Tim. 2:1, 2). It should not be difficult for us 
to believe that Satan makes many subtle attacks 
on our leaders. What a difference we would see 
in the affairs of all if Christian people would 
resist and rebuke Satan, and command him to 
leave the leaders alone. 

(5) False Religious Systems—All false religious 
systems are a part of Satan’s stronghold. “The 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strongholds” 
(2 Cor. 10:4). 

(6) The Unconverted—We must put into practice 
the principles stated in HOW I LEARNED TO 
PRAY FOR THE LOST. 

In the splendid booklet HOW TO RESIST SATAN, 
Dr. Theodore Epp, the director of the Back to 
the Bible Broadcast, teaches that Christians are 
to “vocally resist Satan in the name of Christ.” 
Dr. Epp then raises the question, “Can we address 
Satan personally and rebuke him in the name of 
the Lord?” Then Dr. Epp says, “Yes, that is what 
the Scriptures just cited indicate. You may say 
something like this in withstanding the adversary: 
‘I died with Christ; therefore, you have no more 
power over me. In the Name of Jesus Christ I 
rebuke you!’” 

Such teaching sounds strange to many funda- 
mental believers, and most of them are afraid to 
enter the arena, and as a result the Lord is having 
a hard time in finding Christian soldiers who will 
wield the weapons of warfare that are mighty 
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through God to the pulling down of strongholds. 
The exercise of authority seems strange to us because 
it is new to us. If I were to try to play the piano, 
it would be very strange to me, but an accomplished 
pianist is perfectly at home at the key board. 


A WORD OF WARNING 


On the one hand, as the servant of Christ, I 
would encourage you to enter the arena and join 
in the battle for the souls of men. But, on the 
other hand, I would warn you against attempting 
to do this if you are not right with God. You 
must: (1) Be sure that you are a child of God 
(1 John 5:13); (2) be sure that you are in fellow- 
ship with God (1 John 1:9); and (3) you must 
plead the blood of Christ over your own life and 
over your home (Rev. 12:11). Do not fear to join 
the battle. Satan is a defeated foe (Colossians 2:15; 
Hebrews 2:14, 15). “Greater is He that is in you, 
than he that is in the world (1 John 4:4). 

Join God’s army today! Depend on the Holy 
Spirit to teach you to pray! Great are the spoils 
of the victors. 
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Chapter Seven 
HOW TO OVERCOME SATAN 


“And they overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their lives unto the death” (Rev. 
12°71). 

The Bible calls Satan “the god of this world 
(age)” (2 Cor. 4:4). He is the fifth most powerful 
being in the universe. The Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit are equal in power. Michael, the 
archangel is fourth (Rev. 12:7, 8) and Satan is 
fifth in power. The Spirit of God reminds us of 
Satan’s power so that we will not consider it a 
light or easy thing to speak of overcoming him. 
Satan is mighty, but not almighty. He is powerful, 
but not omnipotent. Though he has great authority, 
his authority is limited by the decrees of Almighty 
God. He can do no more than God permits him 
to do (Job 1:12, 2:6). 

Every Christian should rejoice that “greater is 
he that is in you than he that is in the world” 
(1 John 4:4). Every Christian should know that 
Satan is a defeated foe. Satan and the hosts of 
Hell thought that they had triumphed when the 
Son of God hung in shame on the cross, but it was 
there that Satan and all of his hosts were defeated 
(Col. 2:14, 15; Heb. 2:14, 15). 

If Christians do not know that Satan is a defeated 
foe, if they do not know of their perfect position 
in Christ, and if they do not know how to wield 
the weapons of warfare that God has provided 
for them, they will be defeated by Satan. Satan 
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is a terrible tyrant, and delights to make life 
miserable for everyone in his power, saint and sinner 
alike, if they will let him. Satan torments through 
fear in a thousand ways, but God has not given 
us (the Christian) “the spirit of fear; but of power, 
and of love and of a sound mind” (2 Tim. 1:7). 
The Bible teaches that there are five things that 
we must be, that there are five things that we must 
know, and that there are five things that we must 
do if we are to overcome Satan. 


FIVE THINGS WE MUST BE 
IF WE ARE TO OVERCOME SATAN 


1. We must be born again (John 3:7). The new 
birth is the beginning of the Christian life, and 
until a person is born again, though he may not 
know it, he is a slave of Satan. We are born again 
by believing the Gospel as stated by the Apostle 
Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4. “Moreover, brethren, 
I declare unto you the gospel which I preached 
unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein 
ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep 
in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye 
have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you 
first of all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 
And that he was buried, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the scriptures.” 

We are born again by receiving the Lord Jesus 
Christ into our heart. “He came unto his own, and 
his own received him not. But as many as received 
him, to them gave he power (authority or legal 
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right) to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name: Which were born, not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God” (John 1:11-13). 

For more details about what a person must do 
to be saved, study the Gospel of John and Paul’s 
Epistle to the Romans. Or, you may write to the 
publishers for a free copy of THE LIVING GOD, 
WHO IS A CHRISTIAN?, and A WORD IN SEASON. 

2. We must be assured of our salvation. Satan 
can give any person a hard time, when that person 
is not sure of his salvation. God wants us to be 
saved, and He wants us to know it (1 John 5:13; 
2 Tim. 1:12; Jude 24). Read the first Epistle of 
John, and write to the publishers for a free copy 
of BLESSED ASSURANCE. 

3. We must be in fellowship with God. Since 
most Christians are out of fellowship with God, 
they are easily ensnared by Satan, and they readily 
fall for his devices. When we sin, we do not lose 
our salvation, but we do lose the joy of salvation. 
When we sin, we do not lose our union with Christ, 
but we do lose our communion with God. When 
we sin, we do not lose our sonship, but we do 
lose our fellowship. The loss of fellowship throws us 
open to all manner of Satanic attacks. For a 
further discussion of this subject read our two 
booklets NINE BIBLICAL BASICS and UPLIFTED 
GATES. 

4. We must be rooted and grounded in the 
Word of God. The Bible is the foundation of our 
faith. The Bible must be our daily spiritual food. 
The Bible must be a lamp unto our feet and a 
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light unto our path way. Jesus overcame Satan 
in the wilderness by using the Word of God (Matt. 
4:4, 7, 10). 


If we are to overcome Satan, we must know 
the contents of the books of the Bible; we must 
know the great doctrines of the Bible. 


We must know specifically what the Bible teaches 
about Satan and about the authority of the believer 
over Satan. If we do not understand these things, 
Satan will keep us asleep in his arms, or if we 
begin to wake up, he will paw us like a cat paws 
a mouse. Read our booklets WHY I BELIEVE THE 
BIBLE and HIDDEN TREASURE. 


5. We must be filled with the Spirit of God. To 
be filled with the Spirit means to be controlled 
by the Spirit. When we are filled with the Holy 
Spirit, we receive supernatural power that enables 
us to do the will of God. By virtue of our position 
in Christ, we have authority (exousia) over Satan. 
Through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit 
we have power (dunamis) over Satan. For a further 
discussion of this subject read our booklet FIRE 
FROM HEAVEN. 


When we fulfill the first five Be’s, then we will 
BE transformed by the renewing of our mind 
(Romans 12:2); we will BE ready to give an 
answer to anyone who asks about our faith (1 Peter 
3:15); we will BE ready when the Lord returns 
(Matt. 24:44); and we will BE in a position to 
overcome Satan. 
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FIVE THINGS THAT WE MUST KNOW 
IF WE ARE TO OVERCOME SATAN 


1. We must know that he is real. One of his 
favorite devices is to make people believe that 
he is an imaginary being. Modernists teach that 
we should leave off the “D” when spelling his 
name (evil). People in a sophisticated society look 
with disdain upon all who are so ignorant as to 
believe that a personal devil actually exists. 

2. We must know his tactics; we must understand 
his strategy; and we must not be ignorant of his 
devices. This material was covered in chapters four 
and five. 

3. We must know that Satan is a defeated foe. 
When Jesus Christ died on the cross, He spoiled 
(disarmed, stripped off, discarded) principalities and 
powers (the forces of Satan). He made a show 
of them openly, triumphing over them on the cross. 
He put them to open shame, leading them captive 
in the triumph of Christ. He held them up to 
open contempt, when he celebrated his triumph 
over them on the cross! Christ exposed them, 
shattered, and defeated Satan, the hosts of Hell, 
in his final glorious triumphant act! These statements 
are based on Colossians 2:15. 

Through death Christ destroyed him (the Devil) 
that had the power of death, and delivered them 
who through fear of death were all of their lifetime 
subject to bondage (Hebrews 2:14, 15). Satan is now 
a defeated foe. When Jesus comes the second time, 
He will grind Satan’s head beneath His heel (Gen. 
3595). 
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4. We must know that we have authority over 
Satan. This subject has been fully discussed in 
chapter six. 

5. We must know that since Satan is defeated, 
and that since we have authority over him, he will 
flee when we stand up against him. “Resist the 
Devil, and he will flee from you” (James 4:7). 


FIVE THINGS THAT WE MUST DO 
IF WE ARE TO OVERCOME SATAN 


1. We must put on the whole armor of God. 
If it is not necessary for us to put on the whole 
armor of God in order to be able to stand against 
the wiles of the Devil, why is it so stated in the 
Scriptures (Eph. 6:11)? How long would a knight 
last in battle if he did not have on his armor? How 
long would a football player last if he did not have 
on a padded, steel reinforced uniform? The Bible 
speaks of seven pieces of armor that we must 
put on. Every piece of armor speaks to us of 
Christ. 

(1) Our loins are to be girt about with truth. 
We have already discussed the importance of being 
rooted and grounded in the Word of God. 

(2) We are to have on the breastplate of righteous- 
ness. Christ is made unto us righteousness (1 Cor. 
1:30). The Christian does not stand before God 
in his own righteousness, but in the righteousness 
of God which is through the faith of Christ (Phil. 
3:9). The wonderful truth that we are clothed in 
the perfect righteousness of Christ does not mean 
that we can live any way we want to. If we have 
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been born of God, we are new creatures in Christ 
(2 Cor. 5:17). If we have new life, the very life 
of the risen Christ, this life will be evident in 
our conduct. If we live inconsistent lives, we shall 
be open to all manner of Satanic attacks. 

(3) We are to have our feet shod with the 
preparation of the Gospel of peace. In Isaiah 52:7 
we read, “How beautiful upon the mountains are 
the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that 
publisheth peace.” The Christian must put on his 
“Gospel shoes” so that he can go with the Gospel. 
The Christian warrior will not get very far on the 
rough terrain if his feet are not properly shod. 

(4) We must constantly use the shield of faith 
so as to be able to quench the fiery darts of Satan. 
If you profess to be a Christian, and yet you do 
not know what it is to have Satan’s flaming arrows 
shot at you, it is doubtful if you have ever been 
born of the Spirit of God. It is not difficult to 
look all about us and to see hundreds of earnest, 
sincere, well meaning Christian people who have 
been wounded by Satan, and who as a result of 
their wounds are rendered inoperative for the service 
of God. However, the glorious truth is that Satan’s 
darts cannot reach or touch us as long as we are 
protected by the shield of faith. Therefore, one of 
Satan’s tactics is to get us to doubt and thus 
lay aside the shield of faith. 

(5) We must take the helmet of salvation. This 
speaks to us of protection needed in the mind and 
thought life. Satan attacks the mind through worry, 
through fear, through unclean thoughts, through 
evil imaginations and in various other ways. For 
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this reason, every believer must be very careful 
as to what he takes into his mind through the 
eye gate and ear gate. 

Satan well knows that “as a man thinketh in 
his heart, so is he,” and for this reason he floods 
the world with salacious literature in the schools, 
in the stores, on the streets, and even in the homes. 
Never before in the history of the world has there 
been such a flood of filth. All of this originates 
with Satan. Satan attacks the mind through wise- 
acres who make slurring remarks about the Word 
of God, or about the deity of Christ. I am thinking 
now of a man who is dying of cancer, and who is 
headed for Hell, unless he can be snatched as a 
brand from the burning, because he believed Satan’s 
lie that the Old Testament is filled with Hebrew 
folk stories, and because of this he has all of his 
life rejected Christ as Savior. 

One of Satan’s choice methods of attack is 
through infidel university professors, who may be 
professing Christians, but who undermine the faith 
of tens of thousands of college students every 
year. If these young people are to withstand such 
attacks, they must have on the helmet of salvation. 
Satan attacks the mind through apostate preachers 
and through the witness of the various cults. 

(6) We must take the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the Word of God. Many times it has 
been mentioned that the sword is the only offensive 
weapon that is mentioned. Alas! How few there 
are even among preachers who know how to wield 
the sword of the Spirit as did Eleazar, the son 
of Dodo the Ahohite, and Shammah, the son of 
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Agee the Hararite. 

Eleazar “smote the Philistines until his hand 
was weary, and his hand clave unto the sword: 
and the Lord wrought a great victory that day.” 
When the Philistines were gathered into a troop 
and all of the children of Israel fled before them, 
but Shammah “stood in the midst of the ground, and 
defended it, and slew the Philistines: and the Lord 
wrought a great victory” (2 Samuel 23:12). 

(7) “All prayer” is the last piece of armor that 
we must learn to put on. When all else fails we can 
and must resort to “all prayer.” 

2. We must overcome Satan through the blood 
of the Lamb. “And they overcame him by the 
blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their 
testimony; and they loved not their lives unto 
the death” (Rev. 12:11). If we are to be protected 
from the attacks of Satan, we must know what 
it is to plead the blood of Christ over our hearts, 
our homes, and our loved ones. Perhaps some one 
says, “How can I do this?” Simply say, “Satan, 
I plead the blood of Christ over my heart, over 
my home and over my loved ones.” Satan cannot 
touch us or them through the precious blood of 
Christ. While such teaching may sound strange to 
nominal Christians, Spirit-filled missionaries who 
battle the hosts of Hell in Satan’s territory know 
the necessity of overcoming Satan through the 
blood of Christ. 

The second requirement in this verse for over- 
coming Satan is that they overcame him “by the 
word of their testimony.” Some expositors teach 
that this refers to living a godly, consistent Christian 
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life, and I am sure that this is correct. But, I 
believe that it means more than this. We overcome 
Satan by giving him our testimony something like 
this, “Satan, I belong to Jesus. You have no right 
to touch or torment me. In Jesus’ name, I command 
you to depart hence.” 

The third statement in this verse is that they 
overcame Satan because “they loved not their lives 
unto the death.” Weymouth’s translation gives us 
a clearer understanding of these words: “And because 
they held their lives cheap and did not shrink 
even from death.” 

3. We must exercise authority over Satan. Since 
the authority of the believer was discussed in 
chapter six, we will not give additional details in 
this chapter. By way of emphasis, we repeat: It 
is not enough to know the doctrine of authority; 
it is not enough to be under authority; it is not 
enough to be in the place of authority, but we 
must actually exercise the authority that God has 
given to us. 

4. We must resist Satan. The Apostle James 
gives us this two-fold exhortation. “Submit your- 
selves therefore to God. Resist the Devil, and he 
will flee from you.” The Apostle Peter says this: 
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour: Whom resist steadfast in the 
faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accom- 
plished in your brethren that are in the world” 
(1 Peter 5:8, 9). We are to resist him and we are 
to be strong in the faith. Weymouth says, “With- 
stand him, firm in your faith.” Dr. Theodore Epp, 
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of the Back to the Bible Broadcast, tells of dealing 
with a woman who was oppressed by Satan. He 
advised her to take an open stand against Satan in 
the name of Jesus. He encouraged her to resist 
Satan openly and vocally in the name of Christ. 
This woman acted on the advice given her by Dr. 
Epp and a short time later, he heard from her that 
she had been delivered from the Satanic attacks. 

Dr. Epp tells of dealing with a Christian brother 
who prayed and asked God to resist Satan. Dr. Epp 
broke into his prayer and said, “Brother, that’s 
not what God told you to pray. If you want release, 
you tell the Devil in the name of Christ that you 
are resisting him. Take your stand.” The man took 
his stand and was released. Mrs. Penn-Lewis teaches 
that we are to resist Satan vocally. She states that 
we should frequently say, “I choose the will of 
God, and I refuse the will of Satan.” 

To give a clearer understanding of what we 
mean by resisting Satan, I give the old illustration 
of the dog and the cat. Most of us have seen a 
dog chasing and tormenting a cat. Finally the cat 
gets enough of it, and with humpedup back faces 
the dog, and, when he does, the dog turns and 
walks away. I remember Sam Morris saying years 
ago, “We must resist Satan just like a “yeller” cat 
turns around and spits amber in a brindle bull-dog’s 
eye.” 

5. We must attack the strongholds of Satan. 
Satan seeks to keep us on the defensive. He has 
deceived many through Bible teachers who teach 
that we must be on the defensive, and that we are 
not to take the offensive. I just read a recently 
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published book on the Devil. It was a good book, but 
the whole emphasis was on defending yourself 
against Satanic attacks. Since.a strong offense is 
the best defense, a good football team has both. 
In our study of Satan’s strongholds in chapter 
two we have seen how the Christians as a whole 
have been led to believe that the Church is to 
defend itself against the gates of Hell, but the truth 
is that the Church is to storm the gates of Hell. 

In the closing days of the age of grace we are 
seeing a great increase in all manner of Satanic 
and demonic activity. God is seeking to raise up a 
group of Spirit-filled prayer warriors who will be 
good soldiers of Jesus Christ, and who will stand 
against the hosts of Hell. 

Satan is very adept in causing us to overlook 
Scriptures that can lead to his defeat. Most of us 
have overlooked 2 Corinthians 10:3-5. “For though 
we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the 
flesh: For the weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strongholds; Casting down imaginations, 
and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ.” 

The Bible says that our weapons are mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strongholds. 
We need to pray that God will show us what 
these weapons are, and that He will show us how 
to use them. For Christians who want to learn more 
of prayer warfare, a prayer bulletin is published 
each month by the publishers of this booklet, and 
two prayer kits are available. Kit No. I is free for 
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the asking. Kit No. II sells for $1.00. 


Some Christians have gone to unscriptural ex- 
tremes in the matter of prayer, warfare, and this 
has caused many conservative Christians to draw 
back from such teaching. I have heard the expression 
about some people, “They pray more to the Devil 
than they do to God.” This expression and other 
unscriptural extremes kept me from preaching, 
teaching, and writing on spiritual warfare. I preached 
my first sermon on authority after I had been 
in the ministry for 37 years. On the one hand we 
must be careful to avoid unscriptural extremes, but 
on the other hand we must not permit Satan to 
trick us into being so careful that we do not resist 
or attack him. The safeguard against extremes in 
every area of thought is to give Christ the pre- 
eminence in all things, to be rooted and grounded 
in the Word of God, and to be led by the Spirit of 
God. 


I am grateful that the Lord has led me into 
this area of thinking. I praise Him that He enabled 
me to write this booklet, and as I say this I am 
aware of some of its shortcomings. The message 
of this booklet is needed in the so-called Christian 
lands and it is needed in pagan lands. 


This booklet was not written to entertain the 
reader, nor merely to enlighten him. I have written 
so that Christians may know how to resist and to 
overcome the Enemy. If you want to know more of 
prayer warfare, and if you want to receive the 
MISSIONARY CRUSADER PRAYER LEAGUE 
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BULLETIN each month, we will be glad to give 
you a year’s free subscription to the same, if 
you will write and ask for it. Write to: 


PRAYER LEAGUE BULLETIN 
4606 Avenue H 
Lubbock, Texas 79404 


